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Planted Firmly – Growing Strong!
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“The Sabbath was over, and it was almost daybreak on Sunday when Mary Magdalene and the other Mary
went to see the tomb. Suddenly a strong earthquake struck and the Lord's angel came down from heaven. He rolled
away the stone and sat on it.”  Matthew 28:1-2 CEV

Pastor John often puts it this way; “God is in the Details”  I like his way much more than the way that phrase
credits the devil.  God is in the details!  One of those marvelous details occurs in the Easter story – a detail that has
huge implications!  This detail is one that I missed for years, from Matthew 28: 2 - “He rolled away the stone and
sat on it.

The biggest problem faced by the Christians that first Easter was the stone that sealed the tomb of our Lord.
The problem, simply stated, was voiced by the brave women who went to care for the body of Jesus (while the not
so brave men hid in a room) was “Who will deal with the stone?  Who will move that thing so we can finish the
funeral?  You see, not one expected that Jesus would live again.  They went to bring honor to a loved one whose
life seemed to end in dishonor!  The problem brought them fear.

So what does our mighty God do?  He moves the problem (the stone) and He has an angel sit on it!  Do you
see the irony and the humor in this?  God makes a stool out of the problem!  He sits on it in mockery of fear over
the problem!  “Take that, stone!  Boom, you are no longer the problem, I am going to sit on you while the women
marvel at how I solved this.  And, by the way, Jesus is not here, still dead – HE LIVES, HE IS RISEN!”

How are you going to approach Easter?  Do you have fears, do you have problems, are there issues that will
cloud your faith and rob you of joy?  Let me ask this in a different way; what do you need God to sit on for you?
Ask Him to!  Our God is an awesome God; He doesn’t want you living in fear and frustration or pressure and
problems.  He wants to experience the peace, joy, love, forgiveness and wonder of Easter!

Here is the rest of the wonderful truth from Matthew, may it change your soul and bring you great joy!   ‘The
angel said to the women, "Don't be afraid! I know you are looking for Jesus, who was nailed to a cross. He isn't
here! God has raised him to life, just as Jesus said he would. Come, see the place where his body was lying. Now
hurry! Tell his disciples that he has been raised to life and is on his way to Galilee. Go there, and you will see him.
That is what I came to tell you."
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The  "The Best Is Yet to Come... monthly Bible
Study group meets April 23 (the fourth Monday) at
7:00 p.m. in the home of Peggy Turnipseed, 31100
Polo Bend.  Chapter 3 of the book, "The Best Is Yet
to Come – 7 Doors of Spiritual Growth" will be the
chapter of study.

Teacher Training
for

Current, Future and Potential Teachers
Sunday, April 29

9:30 – 10:30 in the Youth and Family
Ministries Room 8

Zion’s Board of Parish Education invites you
to help enhance Zion’s 

Sunday School program and your teaching
experience.

Mary Voelker will lead a session on
Classroom Management followed by 

a time to share ideas, tips, and concerns.

The Board will arrange substitutes for the
Sunday School classes.

Coffee and snacks provided.
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Members of area Lutheran churches will present
the annual Easter Triumph held in the Manor High
School auditorium Saturday, April 7. Performances
will be at 3:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m. The Oakwilt Boys
will be playing at 5:30 p.m. 

The mission of this performance is to present the
passion, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ our
Lord to the community, so be sure and invite a friend
to attend with you. Admission is free but a freewill
donation will be taken to help pay for expenses. For
further information about the Easter Triumph log on
to   www.eastertriumph.org.
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Members of Faith Circle met March 7 from 12 - 2

in Zion’s Fellowship Hall. A BIG thanks to Mrs.
Marge Fiegel for providing the nursery care! A soup
& sandwich lunch along with dessert, tea, & coffee
was served. Sherry Pennington led the group through
a fun brainstorming game focused on "sharing
pampering ideas for Spring Break"!   In business: 
1. Ali Webb volunteered to provide altar flowers for
March 18 in honor of her 8th Wedding Anniversary.
2. Thanks to Tiffanee Thiele for doing the pew
upkeep for February. A big thanks to Dana Hildebrand
for handling the month of March!
3. After a request from Parish Ed., Faith Circle
members decided against being in charge of the
"flowering of the cross" for Easter.
4. Norma Carleton passed on a "must see" movie for
everyone. It is called "Facing the Giants" and is
available at Family Christian Bookstore for $19.99
along with a free movie night box of goodies.

Ali Webb led the group through a discussion on
Chapter 5 of The Frazzled Female which focused on
what the Lord tells us about taking care of ourselves
and being in harmony with God emotionally,
mentally, and physically.

The Circle meets on April 11 from 12 - 2 at Zion.
Chapter 6 called "Near to the Heart of God" will be
discussed. Sherry Pennington, President
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The month of April promises to be even busier
than a very busy month of March, filled with
numerous activities for our students and their families.

Palm Sunday provides an appropriate opening to
the month of April, as 19 young people renew their
baptismal vows on Palm Sunday.  We pray that these
young men and women will be blessed as they begin
their lives as communicant members at Zion.

Students will enjoy several days of vacation over
the Easter weekend, with classes dismissing at 12:30
p.m. on Maundy Thursday, April 5.  Students return
to classes on Monday, April 9.  Dads are invited to
come in with their children on Tuesday, April 10, to
enjoy the annual Dads and Donuts event. 

Over 70 students participated on Friday, March
30, in PSIA competition at Bannockburn Elementary
School, with qualifiers advancing to state competition
at TCU on Saturday, May 6.   The final results were
not available in time to publish in this issue.
Congratulations to all the students, their parents, and
coaches for a job well done.  A special thanks to Pam
Ward for her work in coordinating this year’s PSIA
activities.  The cast and crew of the PSIA One-Act
Play are busy rehearsing for the presentation of their
play “A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” to be presented
at competition on Saturday, April 14.  Mr. William
Calem is the director again this year.  We wish the
cast of the play and those students who qualified for
state competition the best as they represent our school
in the coming weeks. 

Zion will again host the T.A.L.L.S. Spelling Bee
on Thursday, April 19, with more than 150 students
from 10 schools participating.  Our thanks this year to
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans for providing
financial support and T-shirts for each contestant.
This event provides Zion the opportunity to invite
many students onto our campus for a special afternoon
of fellowship and competition.

Both the Concordia and Thorndale Field Days
are scheduled in April, with CUA Field Day
scheduled for Friday, April 20, with the Thorndale
Field Day scheduled for Friday, April 27.  Tucked
neatly between the two field days is our annual
Athletic Banquet, scheduled for Tuesday, April 24. 

Zion Lutheran School has been very blessed
during this 2006-2007 school year.  Supporting a very
talented and experienced faculty and staff is a
congregation truly committed to providing for an even

more productive 2007-2008.  Our After-school Care
Program has again been very much appreciated by
parents, and has proven to a highly successful
program offering.  We are pleased  to again offer
Spanish class for students in K through grade 8

Enrollment numbers for the 2007-2008 school
year continue to be encouraging.  As of late March,
177 students are enrolled for the new school year.
Please continue to share the good word about our
school with friends and relatives as we continue to
reach out to the Georgetown and Williamson County
area with the message of the Gospel.

Howard Voelker, Principal

Nineteen eighth graders were confirmed on Sunday,
April 1.  They are:

Logan Davenport Donnie Lee Domel, Jr.
Brett Fox      Aurora Klein
Colleen McDaniel Jeremy Mertink
Chandler Moerbe Shayler Neal
Anna Price Jourden Sander
Lance Sefcik      Wyatt Sefcik 
Lauren Standifer Colleen Tawater
Chelsea Taylor      Michael Teinert
Ava Whewell Matthew Williams

Georgia Wright

 �   Mark your calendar   �

JUNE 24 - 28, Sunday
through Thursday for the

 “AVALANCHE RANCH”
More details in the May
newsletter.



There are many ways one can be a good steward
of God-given treasures.  This article focuses on how
you can assist in the process of recording your
contributions to Zion Lutheran Church.

Offering envelopes are provided for this process.
Included in your offering envelope box is a variety of
envelopes for:  memorials, 125th Anniversary,
Lent/Easter, Advent/Christmas, Building Fund,
Lutheran Witness subscriptions, Bus Fund, Mission
Offering, others and Sundays. 

On the front of the envelope fill in the amount that
you have put inside the envelope.  Sunday envelopes
have two boxes.  At least one box should be marked.

If the General Fund box is marked, by Voter
assembly approval, 16 % is deducted from the
contribution and is sent to the Texas District and
Synodical Lutheran Church Missouri Synod offices
for work of the church-at-large.  One and a half
percent is also deducted and sent to support Concordia
University at Austin.  The remainder is used for
Zion’s budgeted expenses. 

If the Home Purposes Only box is marked, the
contribution is used solely for Zion’s budgeted
expenses.  It is very important to use your numbered
offering envelopes so contributions can be properly
recorded as a summary is provided to you of your
yearly contributions.

As you prepare your offering for the Lord, the
back of the offering envelope has Scripture, a positive
thought or a prayer to encourage you.

Contributions may also be made through
automatic withdrawal.  If you would like to begin
automatic withdrawal or need offering envelopes, just
let me know, 869-1956.

Rosanne Capdeville, Financial Secretary
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Port Arthur, Texas has been designated as one of

the sites this year for a Zion Can-Do/M3 Mission trip.
The Southeast Texas Interfaith Organization in
partnership with Lutheran Social Service Disaster
Response and Lutheran Disaster Response has
prepared work sites for Hurricane Rita Recovery.     
There are about 6,000 households in Southeast Texas
that have applied for assistance from one of the
councils of government, the city or one of the faith-
based organizations.  It has been reported that 12, 890
elderly persons in Port Arthur do not have the
resources to repair their homes.

Zion is sending a group tentatively the first week
of June to Port Arthur to help with the recovery.
Volunteers are:
**assigned to projects which match their skills,
**housed dormitory style in church facilities with
showers, kitchens and cooking equipment (Most
facilities have beds or cots.) 
**responsible for their own meals, although
occasionally church groups provide an evening of
food and fellowship.

Carl and Marge Fiegel recently returned from Port
Arthur where they assisted in repairing a home.  Ask
them about their experiences.

Consider joining the group from Zion going to
Port Arthur.  Contact Brenda Walker, 863-4342, today
for further information.
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“Sing Unto the Lord!” is the theme for the University
Choir of Concordia-Austin as they present their spring tour
program. The instructions from the Psalmist encourage all
to join in thanksgiving to the God who has done wondrous
things for all of the people He created. Come and share in

a musical celebration of song as this
tour program is presented at St. Paul
Lutheran Church in Austin at 7:30
p.m. on Sunday, April 29.

The program features works of
Felix Mendelssohn, Hugo Distler, Sir
John Stainer, and Edward Bairstow.
One highlight will be a work by
Handel entitled “O Sing Unto the
Lord”. Congregational hymnody will
also play a significant role.  A free-
will offering will be taken.



Join your Zion family members in
worship.

Thursday, April 5 at 7:00 p.m.
The Maundy Thursday Communion Service
continues with the theme of “Hard Words
from Jesus”.

 “Eat and Drink” from John 6:53

Friday, April 6 at 7:00 p.m.
Good Friday Service of Darkness

Resurrection Sunday, April 8
Sunrise Service at 7:00 a.m. 

in Zion’s Garden of Praise (weather
permitting)

8:00 and 10:45 a.m. 
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Attention all Zion Middle School Age Youth:

Bring your friends and join us Friday, April 13 at 6:00
p.m. in the Zion gym for “CrossTrainers”. It’s all
about Faith, Fellowship, and Fun as we gather with
friends to learn more about what we believe. Music,
food, games, and Bible study will all be provided. See
you there! 
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The March 13 meeting was led by Weldon

Mersiovsky who opened the meeting with prayer.  
Financial Committee – Weldon reported that the

125th anniversary account has a balance of $9,042.41.
Hospitality Committee – The youth group and

parents proposal to cater the June 3 event was
accepted.  Carroll and Carolyn Fuchs agreed to help
supervise getting things ready for the event. Other
leadership from the Wurstbraten Committee will be
asked to help.  Menu consists of B-B-Q and Sausage
with the trimmings and Banana and Chocolate
Pudding for dessert.  Members of Zion, whoever
wanted to do so, are encouraged to bring their favorite
desserts.  Serving time would be from 11:00 – 1:30.
Gary Miller reported that tickets will go on sale in the
church office starting April 15.  Cost will be
$5/person and must be bought in advance in order to
make appropriate plans for the event.

History Committee – Ethel Mickan took inventory
on the books.  Of the Record book, 200 ordered, 89
are left, so 111 have been sold.  History Book, 250
ordered, 109 left, 141 sold.  Total cost of printing the
books was $4,649 including the photo of the
congregation on back.  A set of books will be
presented to the Williamson County Historical
Society and Museum, Georgetown Public Library and
the Wendish Society. 

Weldon stated that the 8:00 and 10:45 services of
January 21 have been transcribed and that the chancel
tables, flower stands and baptismal font have been
finished and they look great.  

For the next meeting, letters to the dignitaries need
to be ready to be mailed out that next week.  The
mailout will include letters to the President of the
Texas District, President of Concordia, Lutheran
Churches and to former teachers, pastors and
principals.   

Worship Committee had nothing to report. 
Neil Lindahlis now on the Public Relations

Committee and Debbie Teinert is on the Hospitality
Committee.

The next meetings are April 10, May 8 and May
22.  The meeting closed with saying Luther’s Evening
Prayer.   Debbie Teinert, Secretary
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Tricia Kelm will present the topic for the April 9
Evening Circle LWML  meeting at 7:00 p.m. in the
Fellowship Hall.  You are invited to attend as Circle
members discuss “Sexual Brokeness”, specifically
that of Homosexuality.     Through her adult life in
college at Concordia University at Austin and
ministry positions while working at (formally)
Texoma Lutheran Camp as well campus ministry at
University Lutheran in College Station, Texas Tricia
has ministered and is still ministering to those who are
fallen, are broken and are redeemed through Jesus
Christ. 

Three key points that will be the basis for her
presentation are, What does that Bible say about
homosexuality? How should we as the Body of Christ
respond? As well as a redemption testimony of a very
close friend to give hope. Of course she would like to
also offer time to answer questions as well. Many
resources and handouts will be offered for your
referencing, so come and get some “arrows” that you
can arm yourself with as you share, not in judgment
but in Christ love, with family, friends and coworkers
in Jesus name. Everyone is welcome! 
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Concordia Academy is still accepting
applications for the 2007-2008 school year. We
are thankful to God for the 23 applications that
have been received. Our application deadline is
May 1, 2007. If you are interested in receiving an
application packet or a tour of our campus, please
contact Traci Dube, Director of Admissions, at
248-2547 x501. 
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