
Month four brings “Tax Time.”  It is a provocative
topic, one that generates discussions with words from
“patriotic” to “intrusive.”  April 15 is that day when
our personal income tax preparations should be
complete, unless we file for an extension.  Even then,
according to the declarations of the law, our tax sum
is due though the paperwork might be incomplete.

Recorded in the Synoptic Gospels (Matthew 22,
Mark 12, and Luke 20) is the encounter between Jesus
and the Pharisees regarding taxes.  Matthew says the
church leaders are trying to “entangle Jesus in His
talk” (RSV).  If Jesus approved payment, He would
offend the Jewish nationalistic passion.  If He
disapproved tax payments, He could be reported as
disloyal to the Roman Empire.

We shouldn’t be surprised at Jesus’ brilliant
answer – “Render to Caesar the things that are
Caesar’s and to God the things that are God’s.”  But
what can we learn from this section of Scripture?
What encouragements are there regarding our rights
and privileges as citizens?  May I suggest:

1.  Listen carefully when questions are asked.
Jesus answered their question with candor and clarity,
not dissembling or avoiding.  Sometimes in our
conversations we wait for others to take a breath so
we can jump in and answer.  Pay close attention to the
inquiry.  Listening really is a skill that we all can
sharpen.  And as the Bible says, “Let our yes be yes,
our no be no.”

2.  Recognize that as folk were eager to challenge
Jesus in His day, they are ready to challenge His
followers in our day.  One way we deflect criticism is
to be timely and accurate in our tax preparation.
Timely means recognizing deadlines.  Accurate means
recognizing those deductions which are legitimate,
and avoiding those that are not.

3.  Know that our participation as citizens in the
taxation reality is a good thing.  Think of the benefits
we receive as a result of living in this great land –

protection (law enforcement, firefighters, military),
roads, and more.  And let us not forget the list of
freedoms that are ours – to worship, speak, travel,
vote, run for office, and to question when facts seem
unclear or unfair.

The government is populated with humans and as
such is capable of error.  But I’m so grateful to live in
the greatest country in the world and don’t object to
paying on time my fair share of taxes.  I hope you feel
the same way.

See you in Church!

Summer Camp Opportunities
Camp Lone Star is located in La Grange, Texas and
run by Lutheran Outdoor Ministry of Texas. There are
great opportunities for children’s camps and teen
camps. Zion will be taking a group to participate in
Pioneer Camp from June 15 to 20. Information about
the camp opportunities can be found on a display table
outside the church office. There is a limited number of
scholarships available to help families with the cost of
sending a child to camp. See Kurt Niebuhr for
information regarding the scholarships.
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Evening Circle
   The meeting started in the church. Sherrin Delk
explained in more detail the preparations of setting up
the altar area for Holy Communion. Anyone
interested in helping with this service project should
contact Sherrin.

Our meeting continued in the Fellowship Hall
with refreshments served by Peggy Turnipseed and
Tillie Kurio.  The Treasurer’s report was presented.
General offering and Mites were collected. 
  Several tools were purchased for maintenance use
with proceeds from the soup supper fundraiser last
December. Funds from the February soup supper
fundraiser helped with church worker student ($250
each) education expenses and Lutheran World Relief.
Both fund raisers received supplemental funds from
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. 
  Camp Lone Star was the site of the LWML Winter
Retreat held on February 22 – 23.  Rosanne
Capdeville, Becky Niebuhr, Marge Fiegel and Debbie
Albers attended from Zion.  Zone Young Women
reps: Patricia Kelm and Angela Albers led devotions,
singing and games. 
Events in April…..
   Bible Study – “If You Want to Walk on Water,
You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat” will start April 7
at the home of Barbara Bielss.  Call Peggy Turnipseed
for carpool information.
  Circle Meeting  April 14, 7:00 pm at Zion. Topic
Leader:  Candice Bielss
   LWML Zone Rally - April 27 at Hope Lutheran in
Austin. Peggy Kelm,  Substitute Secretary
 

Faith Circle 
The Circle met March 13 in Zion’s Fellowship

Hall from 1 – 3 p.m. Mite and General Offerings were
collected. Ali Webb was thanked for making the Faith
Circle western display board for the Zion Ministry
Fair! It was decided that the “Bible labeling” service
project will be completed by the Zion Youth. The Pew
Upkeep for February was done by Paige Quinlivan,
the March Pew Upkeep is being done by Kim Stewart,
and the April Pew Upkeep will be done by Laura
Tunnicliffe. Thank you, ladies!
   The Faith Circle will sponsor a beach towel
collection this Spring for the New Life Center Girls
Home. The goal is to collect 60 beach towels for the
60 residents. (The girls stay at this facility for a
maximum of one year and they take their beach towel

with them at the end of their stay, so the beach towels
collected two years ago went along with the residents
at that time.) A donation sign-up sheet is displayed on
the wall across from the church office. Anyone
wishing to donate a new, nice quality beach towel can
list their name on the donation sheet, then purchase a
beach towel of their choice, and deliver it to the
church office by April 20. The goal is to delivered the
towels to the girls by May 1.

Ali Webb lead the Bible Study titled “Mothering”.
Thank you, Ali! The next Faith Circle meeting will
take place on April 3. The Bible study topic will be
“Marriage Enrichment”.
In God’s service,  Sherry Pennington

Ministry Builders Program
Now you can assist Zion with free merchandise.
Family Christian Bookstores has an in store program
whereby for each $5 worth of merchandise you
purchase, one Ministry Builders stamp is awarded.
The stamps are placed on a special card which you
keep. When the card is filled with 20 stamps, the card
may be redeemed by the church for $5 worth of
merchandise.  This program does not affect any other
card program.
  Be sure to ask for a Ministry Builders card the next
time you shop at Family Christian Bookstores.

Beach Towel Drive 
Zion Faith Circle will be
sponsoring a “Beach Towel
Drive” for the New Life
Treatment Center Girls Home.
The goal is to collect 60 beach
towels  to donate to the 60 girls

who live there. The New Life Treatment Center is a
facility in Canyon Lake which houses girls aged 11-17
who have been neglected and abused. When they
leave the facility, they will take their beach towel with
them to keep. If you are interested in donating a beach
towel, please sign up on the display across from the
church office so you will be recognized as a
contributor. Then simply purchase a new, nice quality
beach towel and turn it into the church office before
April 20.



Board of Parish Education

“Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again:
Rejoice!”  Philippians 4:4

Thanks to all that helped make the Easter
breakfast, Bible Study, and egg hunt a tremendous
success.  Good food and fun was had by all!  Look
forward to this event again next year!  If you didn’t
invite a friend this time, please consider doing so in
2009.

Stop by our new bulletin board across from the
Sunday School Workroom.  READ ABOUT Sunday
School staff, activities and areas you can help.

The Board has designated the 2nd Quarter Sunday
School offerings to Concordia Academy. First Quarter
offerings went to Zion Lutheran School for teachers
attending the Lutheran Education Association
Convocation later this month.

The celebration of Easter continues!  Let others
know that Christ is risen – He is risen INDEED!
Come serve the Lord with us.  We welcome all that
can help in ways BIG or small!  Share this
information with those you know and with those
you’d like to know better.  Encourage someone to
serve with you – make a friend and experience the joy
of ministry together.  

Can you help with any of the following?
   Superintendent needed for the 4th Sunday of the
month.  Duties include collecting offering baskets and
taking attendance from Sunday School and Adult
Bible classes. Collected offerings are counted,
recorded and then placed in a bag that is given to an
Usher before the late service.
  Nursery Workers needed.  Children are most
welcome in worship, but some children under the age
of 4 may also need a safe place that is designed just
for their needs.  The key needed to make this happen
is friendly and helpful nursery workers.  We are
currently hiring more workers.  Workers need to be 19
years or older and will be helped with CPR training.
If enough come forward, “shifts” would  adequately

staff our nursery and workers could have the
opportunity to attend church.  If you are interested in
finding out more about this exciting ministry, please
contact the church office.

Summer Sunday School.  “Agents in Action”  is the
theme of our Summer Sunday School program for PK
through 5th grade. Through Bible stories, games, arts
and crafts, worship, music and prayer the children will
develop an understanding of how to live as God’s
disciples as they meet the challenges and choices they
face in today’s world.  WE NEED YOU to help in this
important ministry!  Prayerfully consider being a
group leader for one or more Sundays this summer.
A sign-up sheet will be available on the BOPE
bulletin board across from the Sunday School
workroom.  If you have any questions, contact Diana
Craver at 763-1508.

         
   BUSY BAGS & a Movie Night!  
All families with young children are invited for a
special evening on April 25 in the gymnasium.  There
will be food and fun, including a movie and a family
activity.  “Busy bags” will be made which contain
activities for small children to play with during church
services and other events.  Look in the bulletin for
more information.

Vacation Bible School  
Monday, August 4 - Friday August 8, 9 a.m. – noon

Training for all the above areas of service is
available. Contact Tammy Hardt, at 863-3638/966-
7270 or thardt@ecpi.com, or Kurt Niebuhr at 863-
3065 or kurt.niebuhr@zionwalburg.org if you are
ready to commit, are thinking about it, or have
questions.

CrossTrainers
April 19, from 5-8 p.m. 

in the gym
           

 Ladies Monthly Bible Study Group
   The group meets April 7 at 7:00 p.m. at the home of
Barbara Bielss, 900 Redbird Road, 863-6335. The
study continues on "If You Want to Walk on Water,
You've Got to Get Out of the Boat". (meet at Ethel
Mickan's house to carpool.)



Thrivent Congregational News
  On April 20 from 9-9:30 a.m. there will be a
gathering in the school lunchroom for those
interested in Zion’s activities with Thrivent  Financial
for Lutherans. Everyone is welcome. During these
meetings discussions will focus on Thrivent funding
of various projects and requests at Zion as well as
considering other benevolent projects. 

Thrivent Builds News
Local News  Congratulations to Rick Zinsmeyer who
has agreed to be the Thrivent Builds Congregational
Champion here at Zion.
   Rick’s primary responsibility will be to coordinate
the activities of volunteers from the congregation and
the community. These volunteers will assist with the
Habitat for Humanity / Thrivent Builds Georgetown
project that starts in  September.  
  Those who are interested in donating their time,
special skills, materials or gifts are encouraged to
contact Rick at  zinsmeyer@aol.com.
National News
   Many of you have a great heart for the mission of
Habitat and have participated in one of the Thrivent
Builds with Habitat for Humanity projects in your
area. Others of you may have wanted to participate
but could not for some reason. Here's another great
need/opportunity... 
  In Biloxi, Mississippi there are over 15,000
families who are still without homes 2 1/2 years
after the 2005 hurricanes. These folks have almost
lost sight of the dream to be settled in a home again.
  This year, Thrivent Builds will construct 40 homes
in Biloxi through a project called Gulf Coast
Experience. All 40 homes are located together in a   
                                        neighborhood that will also
                                        include a park and pavilion
                                        built by Thrivent Builds
                                        volunteers. 
                                            If you think you could
                                         help with this project either
                                        as a team leader or as a
                                        team member, contact
                                        Karen LiBassi, LCSS
Thrivent Builds at toll-free: 888-525-7017 or email
her at  karen.libassi@thrivent.com  There's a
hammer waiting for you in Biloxi. 

 

Parent’s Page 

Holy Week Devotions
Kurt Niebuhr is seeking feedback on the Holy Week
Family Devotions. Did they help families to have
devotions together? Were the discussion questions
helpful? How can we do a better job next year to
strengthen families through God’s Word?

Brain Foods
An article from “Prevention” magazine lists foods that
will “boost brain function, enhance memory, and
improve concentration.” What if some of these foods
are not your children’s favorites?  "With kids,
nutrition is all about structure and consistency. Once
new foods become predictable, they'll come around,"
says Susan L. Johnson, PhD, director of the Children's
Eating Laboratory at the University of Colorado
Health Sciences Center. Not surprisingly, breakfast is
considered the most important of the meals. Consider
the following foods as part of your menu: eggs,
oatmeal, fruits (especially, strawberries and
blueberries), whole wheat breads, milk, water, whole
grain cereals, and beef. The article also offers
suggestions in how to make these foods more enticing
for children. The article suggests staying away from
high sugar breakfast cereals that produce an initial
energy surge but lead to an energy crash in the middle
of the morning. See Kurt for more information about
the article.

Teens and TV
WebMD listed an article that says some teens are
spending as much time in front of the TV or the
computer as it takes to work a full-time job.
A Canadian study of nearly1,300 teens in Montreal
tracked TV, computer and video usage over a five
year period.
Here are some of the results:

· 52% of boys and 26% of girls reported
average total screen time of more than 42
hours per week. 

· 52% of boys and 39% of girls reported
watching TV and videos for more than 23
hours per week, on average. 

· 24% of boys and 7% of girls reported
spending almost 30 hours per week, on
average, using a computer or surfing the
Internet. 



Thank You Zion!
   The Jesus Is Lord Mission Society would like to
thank all those who worshiped this past Ash
Wednesday and who gave so generously and lovingly
for the work of Jesus Is Lord Mission.  
Your offering gift of $1456.25 will quickly fund
critical mission opportunities in India, Sri Lanka,
Chine, the Philippines, Papua New Guinea,
Cambodia, Kyrgyzsan and Guinea, West Africa.  Our
funding goal this year – funding ministries of LCMS
World Mission -  exceeds $200,000 . . . and with your
help we will meet and exceed that goal.     Most of our
dollars train National workers for ministry among
their own people! Most important, the News of the
Savior is being shared with many in many places.
Thanks also to those leaders of Zion who identified
Jesus Is Lord as the “designated recipient” for the Ash
Wednesday offering.  

The Caring Place
  Many thanks to all the Zion members who attended
The Caring Place Soup Supper in March.  Over 700
people were served and approximately $3000 was
raised through the Silent Auction sales.  Thank you as
well to those of you who donated desserts and bread.
And, thanks to those who were among the volunteers
who made this event such a great success.
   Fabulous Finds, The Caring Place (TCP) resale
shop, had record sales in February bringing in 23%
more than in February of 2007.  The increase is in part
due to an increase in donations as well as an increase
in the number of shoppers.  
   Do you have household items or clothing you would
like to donate? For large items such as furniture or
appliances, call TCP (869-4735) to schedule a pick-
up.  Smaller items can be taken to the back door of
TCP at 2000 Railroad.  
   Volunteers are always needed at TCP.  Do you have
a morning or afternoon each week that you could
spare? Positions currently available include donation
sorter, store cashier, receptionist, and case worker.
Call Sondra Lehmann at 869-4735 ext 231 to discuss
these and other volunteer possibilities.  
   If you have questions about TCP, call Bonnie
McNemar (Zion’s representative on the TCP Board of
Directors) at 868-6802.



Lutheran Hour Ministries
    Parenting web sites number in the thousands,
everyone wanting advice on how to raise great kids. 
Designed by Lutheran Hour Ministries
(www.JCParentZone.com) is a site designed for
parents. It differs from other sites out there because it
tackles today's parenting issues from a Christian
perspective. It features relevant information on
parenting that is updated weekly, along with links to
daily devotions and other helpful resources. If you are
tired of trying "trendy how to strategies" that only
prove to fall short, discover the life changing
approach to parenting found in "Parenting Families:
From ME to WE" booklet found in the display at the
main entry. Visit www.parentingfamilies.com to
obtain additional resources on parenting. 
   Lutheran Hour Ministries focuses on Christian
values for children and parents. www.jcplayzone.com
has all of the ingredients of a typical children's web
site - games, crafts, coloring pages, recipes, and much
more but with a Christian perspective. This
perspective is integrated throughout the site, making
it a truly interactive web site designed to engage
children in a safe online environment. Created for
children of all ages, the site is updated regularly to
keep them coming back. Most recent additions
include music - children can listen or sing along to
Christian songs sung by other children. Another
exciting new feature is the Daily Devotion. Written
just for young children, a new devotion is available
online each day.

The Lutheran Hour

April 4  "This is Eternal Life"  
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus Life ends. That's a fact
of life. But for those who know Jesus, there is eternal
life.  (John 17:3)
April 6 "Hopeless"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus
If you are someone who doesn't know the conquest
completed by the Christ, this Lutheran Hour message
is for you.  (Luke 24:18-19)
April 13 "The Abundant Life"
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus
If you feel life has been a bit unfair to you, today's
Lutheran Hour message shares Christ has come not to
bring fairness, but abundance to your life.(John 10:10)
April 21 "One Lord, One Savior, One Way To
Heaven" Speaker: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus
Many people believe all religions are pretty much the

same. Today's Lutheran Hour message points out the
uniqueness of the Savior Who alone is the Way, the
Truth, and the Life. (John 14:6)
April 27 "A Matter of Life and Death"
Guest Speaker: Rev. Mark Muenchow
If we are only born once, we die twice. If we are born
twice, we only die once. Pastor Mark Muenchow says
baptism is a "near-death experience" that connects us
to Christ's death and resurrection. (Romans 6:1-7)

Recording Contributions
  When preparing your contribution, please consider
the following conditions used by Money Counters to
determine how your contribution will be recorded:
1. If you would like to receive a year-end statement

with an account of your contributions, please use
your offering envelopes. If your envelopes are not
accessible when preparing your contribution,
please include your envelope number in the memo
portion of your check. Copies of loose checks are
kept on file; however, if your envelope number is
not included on the check, the contribution will
not appear on your year-end statement.

2. The 2008 weekly offering envelopes (the white
ones) contain two check boxes. One for "General
Fund" and one for "Home Purpose Only"
contributions. By checking the Home Purpose box
you are indicating you want your contribution
used for Church and School operating expenses
only. If you do not check either box, your
contribution will default to General Fund.
From this contribution 15% is sent on for District
and Synodical support and 1.5% is sent to support
Concordia Texas.

3. If you are a new member, contributions made
prior to being assigned an envelope number will
not appear on your year-end statement. 

Do You Like To Sew?
   As part of the services that the Pregnancy Center
of Williamson County offers when a client has a
positive pregnancy test, she receives a “Mommy
bag”.  This bag contains information from Pampers
or American Baby Magazine, five newborn sized
diapers, travel sized toiletries, newborn T-shirts, etc.
 There is always a need for more Mommy bags!
   If you enjoy sewing and would like to minister to
clients through this program, please go by or call the
center at 868-0153, and you’ll be sent bag making
instructions.                         

The Pregnancy Center of Williamson County



Zion School Notes
   April promises to be another very busy month as
the 2007-2008 school year charges into the fourth
quarter.  Events scheduled for April include Dads N
Donuts, TALLS Spelling Bee, Concordia Field Day,
PSIA One-Act Play, Thorndale Field Day, and the
Athletic Banquet.  

On Thursday, April 10, Zion will again host the
TALLS Spelling Bee.  Classes will dismiss at 12:30
on that day so we can prepare for the Bee which
begins at 1:30 PM.  Again this year, we are thankful
for the support of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans,
allowing us to provide each participant with a
special tee-shirt.  Eight Lutheran Schools from the
Austin area participate in this annual event.  Last
year, Zion tied with Redeemer—Austin for first
place.  

On Friday, April 11, Zion students will
participate at the Concordia University Field Day.
This will be the last Field Day held on the present
Concordia Campus, as the University will be
moving to its new location over the coming
summer.  Students in grades 6-8 participate in
athletic, academic, and music and art activities at
Concordia.  Exactly one week later, (April 18)
students in grades three through eight will
participate in a similar event at St.
Paul—Thorndale. 

On Saturday, April 12, the cast of Zion’s PSIA
One-Act Play will compete in district competition at
Akins High School in South Austin.  The cast,
consisting of students in grades 6-8, will present the
play “Persephone” under the direction of William
Calem.  They too will be defending a first place
earned last year at district competition.  We are
planning to have the cast present the play as part of
our School Picnic activities on Sunday, May 18.

Our PTL is busy planning for a very special
School Picnic this year scheduled for Sunday, May
18.  The goal is to revisit the events that have been
so much a part of school picnics in the past.  This
year’s  event will again coincide with Zion’s
Confirmation Reunion.  The noon meal will consist
of brisket, potato salad, cole slaw, and beans.  Also
planned for the afternoon are the class auctions, flag
drill, Maypole dance, and One-Act Play, all of
which will occur in the gym before the outside
activities begin.  A “42’ domino tournament is
planned for the afternoon as well.  School children
who attend will receive tickets that can be redeemed
for prizes and food throughout the afternoon.  

The culminating event of National Lutheran
Schools Week held March 2-7 was a balloon launch
where over 200 balloons were released with a
message attached.  To date, we have already
received very cordial responses from three families
who found the messages.  The three were in Conroe,
The Woodlands, and Spring Texas, all of which are
areas north of Houston.  The first message was
found less than a week after the launch.  

Thanks to the generous support of the Zion
Alumni Association partnering with the Zion PTL,
ZLS now has 12 new desktop computers, two new
laptop computers, and two new LCD projectors.
Twelve of the computers will be placed in the
classrooms to enhance the teachers’ ability to
handle school management and production tasks
more quickly and efficiently.  The two laptops will
be connected to the projectors, allowing teachers to
enhance classroom presentations.  Zion also wishes
to thank Lee Pennington and Robbie Lange of
DataMax for arranging for the purchase of these
machines at a considerable savings, and Mrs. Bielss
for her direction in determining the greatest
technology needs at Zion.

We continue to be encouraged by the 2008-2009
enrollment numbers.  As of the end of March, next
year’s enrollment stands at 202 with several on the
waiting list in Grade 2.  Our enrollment this year is
195.  Please keep your board of education and
administration in your prayers as together we seek
to meet the challenges of increased enrollment
numbers and at the same time practice good
stewardship of our resources.
Howard Voelker, Principal
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