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Planted Firmly — Growing Strong!

Letter From Pastor
Jesus IS the Reason for the Season!!!
It is another glad day as | write these lines, looking forward to a full month and fesligday worship.

Many are working to ready for, in the month of December, all the @Gland School activities that fill the calendar
in month twelve. Advent worship, Cantata, School programs, special warslapjzational progress, elections,
Christmas and New Year schedules, and more occupy our attentions as the last vieeksanfare upon us.
Let’s not let the busyness of the season crowd out the Christ of Christmas.

Looking back, what a REMARKABLE year 2007 has been!!!

+ Financial challenges recognized and resolved through memgbeesbsity and the “Fortifying Zion’s Ministries”
initiative;

+ A confident Call Process moved forward, resulting in the aroifvpfofoundly gifted new Director of Christian
Education and Family Ministry Mr. Kurt Niebuhr and family;

+ The strongest enrollment in Zion Lutheran School in six years, just shy of 200;

+ The largest Good News Class and New Member Welcome in nearly 12 years;

+ A well done year-long multifaceted 12Bnniversary celebration acknowledging the goodness of God and His
love and leadership over twelve and one-half decades;

+ New ministry starts of CrossTrainers (Jr. High) and Lutheran Adult Faithri€lRedlowship (LAFF);

+ Deliberate discussion with other parishes focusing on a Mission Plant in wesilegm¥@n county and;

+ The optimism and encouragement of Gospel proclamation in new ways (seriessgnd 2Q68.

It is an exciting time to be part of Zion Lutheran Church and School.

As the year draws to a close, peruse the calendar for more oppesttmiKeep Christ in Christmas.” When you
travel, worship there. When company visits, bring them with you hdrereTs a Spirit-filled momentum across
this Walburg hilltop. | am eager to celebrate with all of yoel birth of the God Child, Jesus the Savior, the
Conquering Christ, and see what the New Year will bring!

See you in Church!!!



shared on Wednesday, December 19 at 7:00 PM and
Christmas Eve at 6:00 PM. It is our prayer that through
this presentation, many will be able again to be touched
by the ever-new Christmas story.

Howard Voelker, Principal
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Zion School Notes

The 2007-2008 school year is approaching the half-
way point with the first semester ending on January
11 of 2008. Students are no doubt already looking
forward to over 2 weeks of Christmas vacation which
begins on Friday, December.

The 2007-2008 basketball season for boys and girlsSpecial Services
in grades 5-8 has already begun with the bulk of December 5 - Advent 7p.m.
league competition scheduled after Christmas December 12 - ‘Sing Noel’ Cantata 7p.m.
vacation. Coaches for the boys are Steve Menke andecember 19 - School Christmas Program 7p.m.
Roy Capdeville assisted by Rick Andersen, with Nova December 24 - School Christmas Program 6p.m.
Wright and Stephanie Sauls leading the girls into Carols and Candlelight 9p.m.
action. December 25 - 9a.m.

Three different audiences were able to enjoy theNew Year's Eve - 5p.m. with Communion
presentation of “Once Upon a Mattress” presented byNew Year’s Day - 9a.m.
students in grades 6-8 in early November. Students of
ZLS enjoyed the Thursday dress rehearsal. Studentgion Youth Ski Trip
of a number of schools from neighboring towns were  Join the high school youth on a Ski Trip to Bonita
invited to enjoy the Friday presentation. About 120 Park, New Mexico, Thursday February 14, 2008 -
students accepted the invitation!  Finally, parents, Monday February 18, 2008.
grandparents and friends came on Sunday afternoon The cost is $159 per person includes: dorm type
for a delightful hour of entertainment. Our thanks to lodging for singles (traditional rooms available for
Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Hamre, and the upper grade families) all meals from Thursday dinner to Monday
teachers for all their efforts in helping to make this breakfast as well as all recreation at Bonita Park.
another very successful musical. Optional activities include skiing at Ski Apache at

Students again participated in the Walk for Diabetesapprox. $60 per person per day which includes
as part of their physical education classes onrentals and lift tickets. A $20 deposit will guarantee
Wednesday, November 14. Through this special one of the 20 spots we have reserved for this trip.
event, about $1200 was raised. This surpasses lastFor more information please contact Pastor Craver,
years total significantly. Thanks go to Mrs. Sullivan Kurt Niebuhr or Melonie Martinez. OR take a look
and assistants for coordinating this event again thisat www.bonitapark.com

year.
Zion Lutheran Church and School will again enter 6 J\

a float in the Georgetown Christmas Stroll on J A

Saturday, December 1. The theme of the float will be S

centered around a birthday celebration for Jesus. Pyl . t
Students will again pass out water bottles that are Chblr [a(: lce

specially bottled with invitations for all to attend our d
Christmas services. UIIYOHICZ]leH af

Students are beginning preparations for the
Christmas Service entitled, “Wise Guys and Starry Men’s Choir
Skies.” The identical worship experience will be Men’s Choir practice begins every Thursday at
6:30 p.m. starting December 6.



Glorious Circle

October Meeting

We met October 9, at the home of Virginia and
Betty Andres with all eight members. We opened
with singing “Take Thou My Hand and Lead Me”".

Sally lead a devotion with a Reformation Prayer.
Her topic was entitled “Madonna, The Music
Lady” It reminded us to always focus on our
Saviour and the ambassadors for Christ.

The minutes and Treasurer's Report were
accepted as given. A letter of thanks was received
from the Jesus Is Lord Mission for our donation.
We helped serve for the Jay Bleeke funeral. A
motion was passed to give a donation to Lutheran
Braille Workers. The Birthday Hymn was sung for
Hilda and Eleanora.

We closed with Virginia reading “Happy Fall to
You” and the Table Prayer. Refreshments were
served by Clara. Eleanora Hobratsch

November Meeting

Virginia Andres called the meeting to order. A
“Veteran’s Prayer” was read and “Stand Up for
Jesus” was sung. Her devotion was titled “Smile”
and we closed with a prayer.

The minutes and Treasurer’'s report were
accepted as given. Clara Delk reported on the card
sales at Wurstbraten. A donation was received
from the family of Jay Bleeke.

The following motions were made and accepted:

1. To continue holding our meetings at the Andres

home
2. Give a donation to following groups;

a. Lutheran Hour in Memory of Jay Bleeke

b. Jesus Is Lord Mission

c. Becker Endowment Fund

d. Taylor Copeland Benefit

We closed with the hymn; “Give Thanks to the
Holy One”. Refreshments were served by Sally.
Eleanora Hobratsch

Evening Circle
June Hall, President, called the November 12
meeting to order and welcomed all in attendance.
Peggy Turnipseed & Audrey Bielss opened the
meeting with a Litany of Praise and a prayer.
Sherrin Delk spoke to our circle on the workings
of the Altar Guild. Sherrin also reported that the
craft items donated by the circle to the country
store of the Wurstbraten did very well.
Thank you letter was shared from Fred and Candy
Bleeke.

Minutes were read and approved and the
Treasurer’s report was given and filed for audit.

Committees: Card Sender, Greeters & Prayer
Chain are all going fine and the Flower Chart had 2
openings which were quickly filled.

Next Bible Study will be held November 26 at the
home of Peggy Turnipseed.

June encouraged members to sign up to help sell
Christmas Cards and Thanksgiving & Christmas
cards.

Evening Circle will sponsor a Soup Supper on
Wednesday, December 5 from 3-6:45p.m. in the
school lunchroom. Proceeds will be for tools of
Zion Lutheran Church Maintenance Dept. and funds
will be supplemented by Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans.

Our Christmas Party will be held at the home of
Peggy Turnipseed, with an ornament exchange on
December 10 at 6:30 p.m. Pastor Jim will have a
short presentation on Christmas. Also, Christmas
Stocking Money will be collected and presented to a
needy family.

Elections were held and results as follows:
President: June Hall; V. President. Judy Noack;
Secretary: Sherin Leschber; Treasurer: Rosanne
Capdeville; By Laws Chairman: Ethel Mickan and
Christian Growth: Each member responsible for one
month for topics and devotions.

Angela Albers and Patricia Kelm have been named
Zone Young Women Representatives.

Rosanne Capdeville and Peggy Turnipseed met
and submitted names for nomination of LWML
District Officers.

Peggy thanked everyone for helping to make the
Braille Bake Sale a success.

There being no further business, meeting adjourned
with The Lord’s Payer. Sherin Leschber , Secretary

PTL

Seasons Greetings from the 2007-2008 Zion PTL
board members; Karen Lange, Renee Matthew,
Tiffanee Thiele, Terri Heald, Kathy Webb, Melinda
Salyer and Wendy Thompson.
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Faith Circle

Zion Faith Circle met November 8, from 1 - 3
p.m. in the Zion Fellowship Hall. Sherrin Delk was
the guest speaker. She gave an Altar Guild
presentation and let members know that the Altar
Guild Committee is currently seeking people to
join their committee. Their next meeting is
November 26 in the Church Parlor. If interested in
helping with this very important service to the
church, congregation, and to our Lord, please feel
free to attend this meeting.

Members gave their Mite and general offerings
and enjoyed coffee & dessert. Ali Webb lead the
group in a Bible Study titled "Making the Choice
to Rejoice". The group then played a game that
ended with Laura VanSoest winning the prize!

In LWML business, Laura Van Soest gave the
group an update on the Lutheran Social Services
Angel Tree Project. The "tree" is on display in the
hallway across from the church office.
Congregation members will be asked to participate
by taking an "angel" from the tree and make
purchases for the foster child from their wish list.
A new option this year will be to take a "star" from
the tree and purchase a gift card for the foster
families. (These gift cards will be accumulated and
used to buy needed items such as car seats, diapers,
and cribs.) Gifts are not to be wrapped, but instead
should be placed in a Christmas gift bag without
tissue paper and clearly labeled with the child's
name. Both gifts and gift cards can be brought to
the church office by December 3.

Faith Circle will meet next on Thursday,
December 13, at the home of Sherry Pennington at
12 noon for a Christmas Luncheon. Sherry will
provide the main dish and those members
attending are asked to bring a side dish, salad,
bread, dessert, or appetizer. Members are also
asked to bring a $5 Christmas ornament for a fun
"Ornament Exchange Game".

In God's Service, Sherry Pennington

Ladies Bible Study

Ladies.... Watch in the January newsletter and the
church bulletin for information of the next
women's Bible study at Debbie Alber's house. A
new study will be announced on January 10. Once
again, both morning and evening classes will be
offered. I look forward to seeingyou. Debblbéeks

Sing Noel

A Christmas cantata by Hal Hopson, combining
readings, Christmas carols and songs, will be
presented on Wednesday, Decembef, £ 7:00
P.M. in Zion’s sanctuary. It will be sung by a choir
composed of singers from both Zion and Faith.
Zion’s bell choir will accompany several of the
carols and the congregation will participate in
singing some of the more familiar carols. Come and
let your heart be gladdened by the wonderful tidings
of great joy which were sung by the heavenly host on
that glorious night of our Savior’s birth!

Voters Meeting

There will be a Voter's Meeting Sunday,
December 9, after each service. The subject will be
elections for Officers and Board members for 2008.
Re-printed here is the section of the by-laws that
covers candidates on the Slate:

ARTICLE V NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS

B. Slate The slate proposed by the Nominating
Committee shall consist of at least one (1) name for
each office. The prepared slate shall be published
and distributed with the Sunday bulletin and/or be
made available on the Sunday before the meeting
date. Nominees in addition to the persons nominated
by the Nominating Committee, may be made by a
voting member up to 48 hours prior to the scheduled
time of the election meeting, provided their consent
to serve if elected has been secured. Nominations in
this manner may be made to the Nominations
Committee Chair, or the Congregation President.

Handbell Choir

The Zion Handbell Choir will perform for the
Special Church (handicapped) of Central Texas
Christmas Dinner at the Main Street Baptist Church
in Georgetown on December 1, at 7:00 p.m.



Advent Soup Supper

On Wednesday December 5, from 3-6:45p.m.,
there will be a Soup Supper sponsored by the
Evening Circle. Free will offerings will be
supplemented with funds from Thrivent Financial
for Lutherans. All funds raised will be used to
purchase tools needed to perform routine
maintenance in and around the campus. Your
support will be greatly appreciated.

Zion Property Maintenance Wish List

The following is a list of tools that would be
helpful to have on campus to assist with the
upkeep of Zion’s property. For additional
information about donating these items, please
speak with Gil Schwausch, 863-3065.

Push mower, edger, cordless/rechargeable drill
kit (Ryobi), screwdriver set, wrench set-
combination, crescent wrenches, socket set 3/8"
drive and %" drive, circular saw, sabre saw,
reciprocating saw, wet/dry vac, handheld multi-
meter, adjustable pliers, drill, vise grips, nut driver
set, tool box, Allen wrenches, wire cutters, wire
strippers, tap and die set, tin snips, snap ring pliers,
hammers, punch set, ladders (6ft. and 10 ft.
extension)

125" Anniversary Gifts

Plates and crosses commemorating Zion'$'125
anniversary will be available for purchase each
Sunday between services. Look for the display in
the hallway.

Evening Braille Group

The Evening Braille group will not meet in
December. The next meeting will be January 18,
2008.

Greeters

Contact the Church Office if you would like to be
a Greeter in 2008 or if you would like to be
removed from the list. The greeter list will be
compiled during January 2008.

Caroling

Everyone, young and old, is invited to join the
Christian Care Connection for Christmas Caroling to
Zion's shut-ins on Sunday, December 16, from 2:00-
5:00 p.m. Please meet at the school a few minutes
before 2:00 p.m. so each group can obtain directions
to the homes they will visit. Bring a snack and enjoy
food and fellowship in the Fellowship Hall following
the Caroling.
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Mark Your Calendars

We will be producing a new Zion pictoral directory
in mid February. More information will be in the
January newsletter.

New Member Welcome

Don't forget the New Member Welcome in the gym
December 2 at 9:00 a.m. Join together and make the
newest members to Zion feel really welcome.

First Annual Turkey Bowl

The first Zion Lutheran Turkey Bowl was an
exciting event that pitted the youth against adults for
a robust game of flag football. The youth jumped
out to an early lead but a second half come-back by
the adults resulted in a tie game. More importantly
for the adults, everyone was able to walk off the field
unassisted. Thank you to all the players and
spectators that made this event so much fun.



Faith in Action Caregivers

Zion members have started using the services
provided by Faith in Action Caregivers (FIAC). At
least one Zion member has registered for
transportation services and another acquired an
item from the medical equipment closet. PLEASE
NOTE that Zion members 65 and older who may
need transportation services from FIAC must
register with them before requesting a ride. Once
you are registered, FIAC requires three days notice
for scheduling your transportation. Call FIAC at
868-9544 to register.

Do you like to meet new, interesting people? Do
you drive in Georgetown and the surrounding area?
Do you have several hours to spare to help one of
your senior neighbors remain active and
independent? As one of our community ministry
partners, FIAC has an opportunity for you!
Volunteers are needed to provide transportation for
medical appointments, grocery shopping, and
personal errands for seniors who are no longer able
to drive. Volunteer time is very flexible and the
reward for helping others is beyond compare.
Other volunteer opportunities are available through
this ministry as well. Want to help? Need more
information? Contact Donna Arldt (863-8680) or
Bonnie McNemar (868-6802), Zion’s
representatives to Caregivers or FIAC at 868-9544.

FIAC will deliver Christmas cookies to each
client on December 11. Volunteers are needed to
bake cookies and deliver them to the clients. Help
bring some joy into the lives of our senior
neighbors. Call Bonnie, or Donna, if you would
like to help with this special project.

Remember to bring in a dated bulletin (Sunday
through Wednesday) from Zion and place an order.
Your receipt will be attached to the bulletin. At
month’s end, Bush’s Chicken adds up the receipts
and sends Zion a check for 5% of the net receipts.
This is an ongoing program. Give your thanks to
Shannon Adams, Owner/Manager, when you dine
there.

The Caring Place

Many thanks to Zion Lutheran School for once
again including a food drive for The Caring Place
as part of their Fall Festival. The items collected
were very helpful in assembling the Thanksgiving
Food Baskets which were distributed to needy
folks in our area. ‘Coats for Kids’ distribution will

be at The Caring Place on December 13 from 9:00
a.m. to 8:00 p.m. New and gently used coats are
being accepted for this program. Volunteers are
needed to help on December 13. Call Sondra
Lehmann at 869-4735 ext 231 to volunteer.

Christmas Food Baskets will be prepared for The
Caring Place clients the week of December 17. How
can you help? Donate food or volunteer to help
assemble or distribute the baskets. Donate canned
and prepackaged items to The Caring Place at 2000
Railroad. Items most needed include the following
canned items: green beans, corn, yams, soup, fruit,
cranberry sauce, juice, pumpkin, tuna, and assorted
vegetables. Other items used to make the food
baskets include: instant potatoes, stuffing mix, rice,
dry beans, macaroni and cheese, peanut butter, flour,
and sugar. Cash donations and gift cards for the
purchase of fresh meat are also needed. Volunteers
will assemble the baskets from 4:00 p.m. to 8:00
p.m. on December 19 and distribute them from 9:00
a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on December 20. Call Sondra
Lehmann at 869-4735 ext 231 to volunteer.

Fabulous Finds, The Caring Place resale shop, is
under new management and has been rearranged for
an improved shopping experience. Donations are up
which means more wonderful items for sale. Many
beautiful Christmas decorations, everyday household
items, furniture, and clothing are available. Come
take a look!

Do you have household items or clothing you
would like to donate? For large items such as
furniture or appliances, call The Caring Place (869-
4735) to schedule a pick-up. Smaller items can be
taken to the back door of The Caring Place at 2000
Railroad.

Volunteers are always needed at The Caring Place.
Do you have a morning or afternoon each week that
you could spare? Positions currently available
include donation sorter, store cashier, receptionist,
and case worker. Call Sondra Lehmann at 869-4735
ext 231 to discuss these and other volunteer
possibilities.

Newsletter Deadline
The deadline for items to appear in the January
newsletter is December 13.



Parents Page

Where Did We Come From?
The school library now has a beautiful children
picture book entitled, The Real Story of Creation.
The book is written by best selling author, Dr. Paul
L. Maier. You can check it out from the school
library or order a copy for yourself from Concordia
Publishing House by going to www.CPH.org.

Toy Time
It is the season for toy shopping. Stop by Kurt
Niebuhr’s office or email me at the church at
Kurt.Niebuhr@Zionwalburg.org for a copy of an
article from the National Association for the
Education of Young Children that has guidelines
for choosing age appropriate toys for children
under the age of 6 years old.

Tween TV
Television programming for Tweens (9-14 year
olds) is a huge industry. We can see this in the
popularity of movies (High School Musical 1 and
2) and shows (Hannah Montana, Drake and Josh,
The Naked Brothers Band) that are bringing in
great ratings and advertising dollars. Careers of
actors such as, Hilary Duff, Shia LaBeouf and
Miley Cyrus have been launched through these
shows. This popularity is also spreading into
music, videos and books. The shows tend to deal
with teenage problems and moral issues with
comedy used to keep things light-hearted. Parents
should stay aware of the shows to make sure that
the morals in the shows are in agreement with what
you are teaching your children and also to stay
aware of the things that advertisers are doing to
influence your children into purchasing their
products.

Golden Compass
This holiday season will see the opening of the
movie, The Golden Compass. Some things have
been written about this movie on the internet that
warn Christians about the anti-God bias and the
negative depiction of the church that is in Hie
Dark Materialstrilogy of books written by Phillip
Pullman. Parents should be aware of the reviews of
the movie when it is released. The movie has
already generated controversy. Some church
groups have criticized the movie based on the
books which characterize the church as being
abusive and controlling and for the third book in
the trilogy which has Adam and Eve killing God.
The movie has been criticized by Pullman and

others for watering down the anti-religious element
from the books. | encourage you to be
knowledgeable about the movie so you can make
good choices for your family but also so that you can
talk about it with your neighbors. Conversations
about the movie may open doors to share our
message about a loving God who died for us to take
away our sins. Remember, Jesus cautions us to be as
shrewd as snakes and as innocent as doves.
(Matthew 10:16, NIV)

M3

M? will be participating in a local mission
opportunity with Church Under the Bridge. Church
Under the Bridge ministers to the homeless in Austin
by providing worship services, meals, clothing and
other essential items. Decembét ®e will be
providing breakfast for about 250 homeless before
their church service. There are several ways you can
participate this mission effort.

Clean or new blankets and sleeping bags can be
dropped off in the parlor any time up to and
including that Sunday morning.

Cash donations, HEB or Wal-Matrt gift cards can
be donated to help cover the cost of the food. These
can be given to Audrey Bielss, Brenda Walker or
Rosanne in the office. (If you leave it with Rosanne
please put it in an envelop and mark that it is for
Church Under the Bridge.)

Food can be dropped of that Sunday morning.
Please get with Audrey Bielss for a list of what is
needed and drop off arrangements.

If you are interested in helping prepare or deliver
food contact Audrey Bielss or Brenda Walker.

Check the Sunday bulletins for additional
information.



