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Planted Firmly – Growing Strong!
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The best gift a father can give…
“Direct your children onto the right path, and when they are older, they will not leave it.”  Proverbs 22:61  “My

children, listen when your father corrects you. Pay attention and learn good judgment.” Proverbs 4:1 (NLT)
Michael Reagan received many gifts from his father, President Ronald Reagan. But at the 40th President's sunset

funeral, Michael described the greatest gift he received from his father:

“I was so proud to have the Reagan name and to be Ronald Reagan's son. What a great honor.
He gave me a lot of gifts as a child—gave me a horse, gave me a car, gave me a lot of things. 
But there's a gift he gave me that I think is wonderful for every father to give every son.

Last Saturday, when he opened his eyes for the last time…that's when I realized the gift that 
he gave to me: that he was going to be with his Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. He had—back
in 1988 on a flight from Washington, D.C. to Point Mugu—told me about his love of God, his 
love of Christ as his Savior. I didn't know then what it all meant. But I certainly, certainly know
now. I can't think of a better gift for a father to give a son. And I hope to honor my father by 
giving my son, Cameron, and my daughter, Ashley, that very same gift he gave to me.

Knowing where he is this very moment, this very day, that he is in heaven, I can only promise my father this:
Dad, when I go, I will go to heaven, too. And you and I and my sister, Maureen, who went before us, we will dance
with the heavenly host of angels before the presence of God. We will do it melanoma and Alzheimer's free.”

As Father’s Day approaches, many are considering gifts for Dad.  This is not always an easy task, so some
thought is needed (hint, probably not another tie).  Yet I suggest that you think about something else first!  What
is the greatest gift you ever got from your father?  What has been the most precious, in terms of significance and
lasting value?  Cars, toys, clothes.. these fade away over time.  I think Michael Reagan speaks to the best gift a father
CAN give – a relationship with Jesus Christ, taught and modeled in the home.  If you are blessed to had had such
a father, please thank him for that!  You know that he is, or was, not perfect (neither are you), but the Lord Jesus
is for us!  If your dad is or was not like that, forgive him and model Christ for him - determine to be a strong
Christian  influence in the lives of others.  The lasting value of this is that lives and eternal destinies can be changed
for eternity!  

Doesn’t it speak volumes that the son of a president, reflecting on the long and storied life of his dad, would be
able to see the one gift most precious of all, the gift of faith in the Lord Jesus!  St. Paul would agree! “For I fully
expect and hope that I will never be ashamed, but that I will continue to be bold for Christ, as I have been in the
past. And I trust that my life will bring honor to Christ, whether I live or die. For to me, living means living for
Christ,”  Philippians 1:20-21

Pastor Jim Craver



PRESIDENT JIMMY CARTER
PRESENTS LSS WITH SPECIAL
AWARD

Habitat  for Humanity
International recently recognized
Lutheran Social Services of the
South for it’s partnership in
meeting the needs of hurricane
survivors seeking to rebuild their

homes and lives along the Gulf Coast.
       President Jimmy Carter, and his wife, Rosalynn,
recently presented Dr. Kurt Senske, CEO of Austin-
based Lutheran Social Services of the South, with the
beautiful award. The award was presented to LSS or
the creativity, courage and compassion that has
created a new vision for service and hope for
thousands of families whose lives were devastated by
the hurricanes of 2005 and beyond.

Zion received a thank you from LSS for our
designated offering gift of over $1,500 for their
ministry.

Zion also received a thank you from Bethesda
Lutheran Home for our offering gift of over $1,000
for their ministries at the Good Samaritan Campus.

DID YOU KNOW . . .
Stroke is the 3rd leading cause of death; Stroke

causes twice as many deaths in women than breast
cancer; 50% of stroke victims never have a warning
sign; Stroke is a silent killer and the leading cause for
long-term disability?  

Zion is hosting Life Line Screening on Thursday,
June 7, beginning at 9 a.m. as part of a program
designed to reduce the risk of stroke, residents living
in the area can be screened to reduce their risk of
having a stroke. Life Line Screening will be
performing non-invasive, ultrasound tests for stroke
($45), Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm ($45), Peripheral
Arterial Disease ($45), and Osteoporosis ($35)

Also available, blood tests for Cholesterol,
HDL, LDL, Triglyceride and Diabetes.
Vascular Package (1-3) $109   or   Wellness Package
(1-4) $129

Pre-registration Required. For appointments &
more information call 1-800-324-1851

Sponsored by Zion’s Board of Stewardship

ZION LUTHERAN SCHOOL
Summer is here and students are hopefully busy

enjoying their vacations.  Sixteen young men and women
received their 8th grade diplomas and 27 kindergarten
students received kindergarten diplomas May 24.
Congratulations to all the graduates.  Receiving
Valedictorian honors was Chandler Moerbe, with Ethan
Cohen receiving Salutatorian recognition.  Ten of the
sixteen 8th graders and 7 sixth grade students received
Presidential Academic Honors. In order to qualify for this
award, students must have scored in the 85 percentile or
higher in reading or math and have a grade point average
of at least 90%.  The number of students who received this
honor speaks well of both the students and teachers at
Zion. 

Congratulations also for five of our students who
placed in state PSIA competition this past month.
Receiving first place honors was first grader Holly
Matthews in creative writing.  Also placing were Chelsea
Taylor (2nd in Prose Interpretation), Tyler Sullivan (2nd in
Listening Skills), Ethan Shires (5th in Mathematics), and
Linley Ward (Honorable Mention in On-site Drawing).  

Our One-Act Play “A Midsummer Night’s Dream”
went to state for the first time in our school history. While
Zion did not place in state competition, three students
received special recognition. Wyatt Sefcik and Chelsea
Taylor were named to the All-Star Cast and Jackson
Brougher received Honorable Mention All-Star Cast
recognition. We thank William Calem for his fine work in
bringing Zion its first district first place finish.  

The annual spring musical, “Donkey Tales,” was very
well attended as students in K-8 shared the Good News of
the Gospel in a unique and entertaining way.  We thank
Mrs. Brown, Mrs. Linebrink, and all the teachers for their
efforts in making this a special event.    

Thanks to the efforts of many parents and teachers, the
school picnic was again a great success.  Mrs. Martinez,
the picnic committee,  and the executive board of the PTL
did another outstanding job in organizing the event.
Thanks also to The Rolf Sieker Band for providing the
special music, and Can- Do for providing the noon meal.

We continue to be encouraged by the potential for
growth at ZLS.  Enrollment stands at about 195, with the
potential to reach as high as 200 by the fall.  Please keep
Zion in your prayers as we work to maintain the same
learning environment that has made Zion such a special
school for our families.  Howard Voelker, Principal
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125TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE
The 125th Anniversary Committee May meetings

were opened with prayer by Pastor John. A new
processional cross will be dedicated Sunday, May 27.
Bill Stuewe will carry it in on June 3 as he designed
and constructed the cross out of wood from the 1901
church.   The processional cross that Bert Kelm made
would be placed in the Narthex. Pastor Rossow’s
sermon theme will be “Planted Firmly, Growing
Strong… Like a Mighty Oak.” Bob Winkler will
request ushers for the afternoon service and extra
ushers for the morning services. Pastor Jim will
arrange for screens announcing the rooms where the
morning services will be shown for the overflow
crowd. It was announced that the hand held fans order
arrived.

Gary Miller reported that 319 tickets have been
sold for the noon meal.

Rev. Craver reported that the Youth had met on
Sunday and each youth will be given specific
responsibilities. The youth will begin work at 7:30 on
Saturday morning. They will be expected to attend the
8:00 a.m. service.  Weldon said that Joanne and Bob
Allen will be in charge of seating the guests and
bussing the tables, Gloria Wenzel will be in charge of
the desserts and Phyllis Kulback will be in charge of
tea and coffee. Also Gene Buchhorn will help with the
set up and Marvin Kelm with clean up. Pastor Craver
will contact Sterling Machell with All-Weather Power
Sports of the possibility of using a people-mover
(Golf cart type) to transport people who have difficult
walking from the church to the gym.

Kathy Greer announced that David Kurio will
furnish flowers for the church and gym. He will also
provide corsages for Mrs. Kieschnick,  Mrs. Rossow,
Mrs. Bleeke and Mrs. Wiederhold.

Several members of the committee will review the
DVD that Kathy Greer got from Curtis Becker of the
100th anniversary and the Deutsch Fest held in 1985 at
Zion and then we will decide if we will show this
DVD before the afternoon service.

Thanks were given to Marvin and Kenneth Kelm
for rearranging the flowerbeds.

Ethel reported for the History Committee stating
that she has taken inventory of the things remaining:
193 plates, 157 crosses, 78 record books and 96
history books.  It was decided not to order any more
and if we sell out, we can take orders.  T-shirts– 2-
youth extra small, 4-youth small,10- youth medium,

12-youth large, 21-adult small, 37-adult medium, 44-
adult large, 53-adult extra large, and 25-2 X large.  

The Bluegrass band will be asked to furnish music
after the morning services.  Troy Johnson will contact
Matt Brown to confirm this.

Weldon reported that there is approximately
$10,990 in the anniversary account.

Neil reported that dignitary invitations have been
mail.  Karen is taking care of print media and Neil TV
media.  The meetings adjourned with song.

www.zionwalburg.org

CHURCH HOUSING
As we celebrate 125 years of service to the Lord at

Zion, we begin to realize that as years go by changes
have subtly taken place. Such is the practice of
providing housing for our church workers. In the early
years when Zion was an outpost and it was a day’s
travel to the county seat of Georgetown, housing for
our Pastor was a necessity and as growth occurred,
housing for the day school teachers also became
practical and reasonable. Even as late as the 1970’s
and early 80’s, church owned housing was an asset
when placing a “call” to fill a church worker vacancy
at Zion.

But today with the variety of housing options in
the surrounding cities and the desire of church
workers to build home equity, the practice of church
owned housing has changed.

Zion’s housing facilities (the parsonage and two
teacherages) were constructed in the late 1940’s and
early 1950’s. They have served Zion well; however,
due to the age of the houses and the changes in
housing needs of church workers, the Trustees are
asking interested Zion members to join a committee
to study and recommend future actions concerning
these facilities.
 If you have a background in construction,
remodeling, housing appraisal, or are just willing to
provide some guidance and/or input to this subject,
contact Roy Arldt (512-863-8680) or Ricky Wentrcek
(254-793-3045)         



FAITH CIRCLE LWML
The Circle met May 9 in the home of Heather

Ullmann for a ‘potluck' luncheon. Topics of
discussion:
1. $100 was donated to Zion Evening Circle for their
round table project for Zion’s Fellowship Hall. 
2. The Circle will re-establish the tradition of  "The
Flowering of the Cross" on Easter Sunday mornings.
3. Membership records are in need of updating. Those
members who wish to not actively participate or no
longer be a member of Zion Faith Circle are asked to
please let an officer know.
4. A monthly "topic" study will be implemented
beginning next Fall for Bible study.
5. Pew Upkeep for May: Robbie Mersiosky, June -
Heather Ullmann & Laura VanSoest, July - Shelley
Moerbe, August - Pam Ward THANK YOU,
ladies!!!!
6. Laura VanSoest will begin a "drive" for Lutheran
World Relief beginning in the Fall. 
7. Next year's meeting time may change to either
Tuesdays or Thursdays from 1 - 3. Feedback about
this change or date preference from members to an
officer would be appreciated.
8. New officers for 2007-2008: Secretary/Treasurer -
Heather Ullmann, Mission Chair - Laura VanSoest,
Membership Chair - Babbette Wentrcek, and
Christian Growth Chair - Ali Webb. The office of
'President' is still vacant if members are interested.

9. The Circle will serve a meal at Zion VBS on the
evening of June 27 consisting of "build your own sub
sandwiches", chips, cookies, lemonade, etc. 

The Circle does not meet during the summer
months of June, July, and August. The first meeting of
the school year will resume in September. Have a
blessed summer! Sherry Pennington

ZION EVENING CIRCLE NEWS
Opening devotions and prayer were led by Peggy

Turnipseed and Audrey Bielss at the May meeting.
Candice Bielss presented a topic on the book of
Jonah.

Treasurer’s report showed a working balance of
$668.89. Mission services reported that Carl & Marge
Fiegel are going to Indiana this summer to work for
Labor’s for Christ erecting a gym.

Peggy Turnipseed ordered eight round tables and
a table rack for use in the Fellowship Hall.

A mission project for May was to bring a package
of diapers for the Pregnancy Center in Taylor. June
Hall thanked everyone for their donation.  

Rosanne Capdeville reported on the Zone LWML
Spring Rally held at Trinity Lutheran Church, Taylor
on April 29 of which Zion had the closing. Pastor Jim
Mueller was the speaker. One member and a guest
attended from Walburg with 104 in attendance
overall.

Members were reminded to bring one dessert per
family for the June 3, 125th Anniversary celebration.
The next meeting will be June 11, 6.30p.m. with a
light supper and game night.

Circle members will prepare a VBS meal on
Monday, June 25.  The Circle does not meet in July.
There will be a picnic on Zion’s grounds August 13.

Sherin Leschber, Secretary
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A t t e n t i o n  a l l
members, families,
and friends of
Zion!
 Join  us on
Saturday, June 9
at 7:00 p.m. in

Zion’ gym for a special screening of the recent movie
“Facing the Giants” (PG). 

Popcorn and drinks available. Advance tickets
will be available on June 3 at no cost. Contact
Stephanie Sauls at S_K_Sauls@yahoo.com for more
information. www.FacingTheGiants.com 

An advanced screening of the movie “Facing the
Giants” just for Zion Middle School and High
School youth and their friends will be offered
Friday, June 8, at 6:00 p.m. in the gym. See you
there! Contact Stephanie Sauls for more information
atS_K_Sauls@yahoo.com

This year our church is
a  s t a m p e d e  o f
excitement as we visit
Avalanche Ranch.  Our
Avalanche Ranch
Vacation Bible School
program will provide

great, memorable Bible-learning activities for kids.
Each day the children will be a part of fun Bible
learning they can see, hear, and touch.  Bible Point
crafts, team-building games, ���� lively Bible songs,
are just a few of the Avalanche Ranch Activities that
help faith grow into real life.  Kids will even choose
a Daily Challenge- an exciting way to live out what
they’ve learned.  As kids learn about God’s love
they’ll also enjoy hands-on Bible adventures and daily
video visits from Chadder Chipmunk.  The
children wil l even participate in a
hands-on mission project called Operation
Kid-to-Kid that involves nearly a million
other children across North America.

Avalanche Ranch VBS is great fun!  So, mark
these dates on your calendar:  June 24-28, 6-8:30 pm.
 Call the church office at 863-3065 to register your
child(ren) for this awesome Bible learning adventure!

Blessings, Jacqueline Fox,
Your Avalanche Ranch Director

MINISTERIAL YOUTH RETREAT 
Klint Reichenbach has been nominated by Zion

Lutheran Church to attend the Ministerial Youth
Retreat at Concordia University in Austin. 

The June 10-13 retreat introduces young people to
different profession ministry opportunities:
Hospital/Military Chaplaincy, Day Care, Music,
Director of Christian Education, Teacher, Pastor. 

Bible study and fellowship with other youth in the
Texas District will be included in this 4day event.
After June 13 ask Klint about his experience on the
CUA campus. 
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FROM 1ST LT. PHIL NOACK, UNITED STATES
MARINE CORPS

Thank you for your prayers and materials (goodies,
reading material, devotions, etc) support while I was in the
combat zone in Al Anbar Provence in Iraq.  Prayers and
faith are powerful- that is what sustained me.  I
appreciated the overwhelming support from the Christian
Care Connection, Evening Circle, other groups and
individuals that made my physical life much better. The
generous gifts were much more than I could use.  I shared
with my fellow Marines who were amazed at your
generosity and extremely thankful. I also shared with some
Iraqi citizens and children I was working with- again, very
appreciative. I thank Pastor John and Pastor Jim for their
support and prayers.  I appreciate continued prayers, but I
am currently no longer in combat danger and respectfully
request that you remove my name from the Sunday
morning prayer list and that you use that time and space
for servicemen who are in harms way in the combat zone.



THE GLORIOUS CIRCLE 
Six members were welcomed at the May meeting.

The devotion was given by Elenora Hobratsch.  A
senior version of ‘Jesus Loves You’ was sung.  ‘Keep
Blooming’ was the title of the devotion.  Isaiah 46:4
was read and we closed with prayer. Minutes and
treasurer’s reports were accepted as read. 

Recently the Circle served for the funerals of
Martha Hanusch and Ernest Neitsch. A thank you
letter was received from ‘Jesus Is Lord Mission’.  A
memorial will be sent to Lutheran Braille in memory
of Martha Hanusch.  

Virginia gave us a ‘History Quiz’.  We didn’t do
so bad.  She read a humorous article; ‘My Wonderful
Children’ and ‘The Christmas Play’. The meeting
closed with the Lord’s Prayer and Common Table
Prayer. Elenora Hobratsch, Secretary 

Concordia – Austin 
Alumni and Friends Day at the Dell Diamond

Sunday, June 24
4:30-6:30 p.m. All American Picnic (hot dogs,
sausage wraps, and beverages)
7:05 p.m. The Round Rock Express v. The Nashville
Sounds

Bring your lawn chairs and blankets and enjoy fun
and fellowship with Austin area alumni and friends.
For tickets or more information please call Carey
Whitten 512-486-1191 or email her at
carey.whitten@concordia.edu

Articles for the July/August
newsletter may be given to
the church office by June 15.

"FORTIFYING ZION’S MINISTRIES" - UPDATE!
As we continue to work together to meet our

shared ministry obligations, we are pleased to report
that 45 member families at this printing have
responded to the "Fortifying Zion’s Ministries" effort.
Over $53,000 has been contributed or pledged for
fiscal year 2007. Thank you to those members who
have prayerfully considered and increased their
contribution for the ministries of Zion. 

Please consider your response to this current
challenge, “take it to the Lord in prayer,” and return
your card as soon as possible. Together we can meet
the current needs of Zion's ministry as well as build
toward the future! Planted firmly, growing strong!

Rosanne Capdeville, Financial Secretary

ZION’S OFFERING ENVELOPE
Here is helpful information when filling in your

offering envelope for church services.
On the front of the envelope fill in the amount that you

have put inside the envelope.  Sunday envelopes have two
boxes.  At least one box should be marked.  

If the General Fund box is marked, by Voter
assembly approval, 16 % is deducted from the contribution
and is sent to the Texas District and Synodical Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod offices for work of the church-at-
large.  One and a half percent is also deducted and sent to
support Concordia University at Austin.  The remainder is
used for Zion’s budgeted expenses. 

If the Home Purposes Only box is marked, the
contribution is used solely for Zion’s budgeted expenses.
It is very important to use your numbered offering
envelopes so contributions can be properly recorded as a
summary is provided to you of your yearly contributions.

The back of the offering envelopes has Scripture, a
positive thought or a prayer to encourage you.
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