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Planted Firmly – Growing Strong!

From the desk of Pastor Jim…. (I want to share an article from Pastor Perry Noble)

What Would You Be Willing To Attempt For God If You Knew You Could Not Fail?
That question changed my life!  On August 10, 1999 I was having lunch with a mentor at Red Lobster and discussing with
him that I really felt God was stirring me to do something; however, I THOUGHT of an option or two and informed my buddy
of my incredibly safe plans.

He looked at me as I was eating a cheese biscuit and asked, “What would you be willing to attempt for God if you knew
you could not fail?” Without hesitation I answered, “I would start a church!” He replied, “You are a coward if you don’t!”

That one minute dialog ruined my lunch; seriously, I couldn’t eat any more cheese biscuits! I knew he was right. I knew
that God had told me in 1996 that I was going to start a church one day; however, I kept making excuses as to why I would
not do it–the first being that I was too young and the second being that I was “praying about it.”  (Christians OFTEN use
prayer as an excuse for inactivity–I know I did…and it sounded so spiritual!!!) 

Within a month of that conversation I was meeting with a core group of people who were wanting to do more than just
go to church on Sunday…WE WANTED TO CHANGE THE WORLD! (AND STILL DO!!!)

God has done more in the past seven and a half years that I could have ever imagined…and, as I always say, I really feel
that our best days are ahead of us…as long as we continue to be obedient and NEVER fall into “safe mode,” being afraid to
take risks because we feel like we actually have something to lose!
I had thought for the longest time that I was waiting on God–when in actuality God had been waiting on me…   MAYBE you
are experiencing the same thing!

Let me ask YOU this question, “What would YOU be willing to attempt for God if you KNEW you could not fail?”
Seriously–STOP right now and answer it!

First let me say that there are some people reading this who have no idea what the answer to this question would be. My
challenge for you is to take some time and figure it out–to wrestle it to the ground–seek the Lord on this one because
Ephesians 2:10 tells us that He created us to do something GREAT for Him.

However, there are MANY reading this right now that know exactly what you would do…you just lack the courage to
take a dive of faith. You say you are waiting on God…when, in actuality God is waiting on you! You say you are praying
about it…but you really aren’t because every time you do God prompts you to take action–BUT because you don’t have all
your questions answered you are SCARED and refuse to move.

What is it? What is “that thing” that you just can’t shake…you are consumed with it…and you want to try it SO BAD
but you are SO AFRAID of failure? Keep in mind that II Timothy 1:7 says God has not given us a spirit of fear!!!

1. Maybe you KNOW the Lord has called you to start a business!
2. Maybe you KNOW the Lord has called you to take a risk and try something new in your existing ministry!
3. Maybe you KNOW the Lord wants you to put Him first in your finances!
4. Maybe you KNOW the Lord wants you to change your major!
5. Maybe you KNOW the Lord wants you to stay at home with the kids!
6. Maybe you KNOW the Lord wants you to turn down that promotion–EVEN though it means more money!

What would you be willing to attempt for God if you knew you could not fail?
One more thing–the reason some people won’t move is because they don’t feel like it makes sense OR that they don’t have
all their questions answered!

UH…when has God ever asked anyone to do anything that really made sense? AND when did He ever answer every
question that a person had?  That’s why doing what the Lord prompts us to do is called FAITH!!!  Take some time today and
wrestle with this–God has called YOU to do great things!!!   -Pastor Perry Noble

 



The Zion PTL would like to thank
everyone for their support of the

BOOKFAIR BLIZZARD
 Scholastic Book Fair  

Zion School Notes
As the 2007-2008 school year enters the second

quarter, students and teachers at ZLS prepare for a flurry
of activities that begin with our annual Wurstbraten on
Monday, November 5.  As in past years, students are
preparing table decorations to brighten the atmosphere for
the annual event.

Congratulations to our girls’ volleyball and boys’
football teams for another successful season.  The varsity
boys’ football team and the varsity girls’ volleyball team
brought home third place honors at the end-of-year
tournaments.  Our thanks to volleyball coaches Nova
Wright and Amy Anderson and football coaches Steve
Menke and Roy Capdeville for their leadership in
providing a Christian example for our student athletes.
Basketball practices have already begun with the first
games scheduled for November 12. 

The temperatures plummeted the week of October 17-
21 as students and parents had the opportunity to browse
through hundreds of books at our annual Scholastic Book
Fair which this year celebrated the theme Book Fair
Blizzard.  Our thanks to Heather Ullmann and Laura Van
Soest for again coordinating this very special event.  The
total sales for this year reached $8000, with a large
number of donations for the Wish List.  All profits from
the fair go toward purchasing additional books and
materials for the school library.

Students in grades 6-8 are busy preparing for the Fall
Musical scheduled for Friday, November 9 at 10:00 a.m.
and Sunday, November 11, at 12:45 p.m. in the school
gym.  This year’s performance is a middle school
adaptation of the popular musical, “Once Upon a
Mattress.”  The story takes place in a small kingdom ruled
over by the talkative Queen Aggravain and the Silent
King.  Their son, Prince Dauntless the Drab, is eager to
marry but for one reason or another, the overprotective
Queen finds every prospective bride unsuitable.  She
insists that he marry a genuine princess and devises tests
for them that are impossible to pass.  What happens from
that point on is the delightful story that unfolds.  All are
invited to attend either the Friday or Sunday performance.

Students in all grades will participate in the American
Diabetes Association’s Walk for Diabetes as part of their

physical education classes on Wednesday, November 14.
Physical Education teacher, Stacey Sullivan is coordinating
the event. 

Students at Zion Lutheran School will enjoy a three-day
Thanksgiving vacation on November 21-23.  This comes
after a number of our faculty will have attended the Texas
District Professional Church Workers’ Conference on
November 18-20.  Classes will be held as usual, however, on
November 19-20, with the majority of the faculty remaining
on campus and substitute teachers filling in for those who
attend the conference.  
Howard Voelker, Principal

CrossTrainers
Attention all Zion Middle School Age Youth: 

Bring your Bible and a friend and join us Friday, November
16 from 6-9:00 p.m. for CrossTrainers. It’s all about Faith,
Fellowship, and Fun as we gather with friends to learn more
about what we believe. Music food, games, and Bible study
will all be provided. See you there! Contact Stephanie Sauls
for more information at S_K_Sauls@yahoo.com

Thanksgiving Service
Join us for Thanksgiving Day Worship at 9:00 a.m.
Thursday, November 22.

Recycling has just become easier. 
Williamson County has a recycling facility located on

CR 156 (off of FM 971).  After you turn right and go over
the railroad tracks, you will immediately see the building.
They take all kinds of plastics, tin cans, cardboard and
bailing twine. We are still checking on glass. They are open
on Thursday and Friday 8am -5pm and Saturday till noon.
For information call Sherin Leschber, 746-5401. Let us be
good stewards of the earth.



125th Anniversary Committee 
On October 9, the 125th Anniversary Committee met

at 7:00 p.m. in the multi-purpose room.  Gary Miller,
Alber Walther, Debbie Teinert, Leona Kokel, Weldon
Mersiovsky, Neil Lindahl, Betty Liese, Troy Johnson,
Pastor John Davenport and Glenda Overfelt were present.

Weldon asked the committee to think of some
recommendations for the left over merchandise and money
after everything is done.  There is approximately $9,000 in
the bank.  Weldon will check with the Wendish Museum
in Serbin, if they consign to sell the history and record
books.  Betty will check on selling at  Wurstbraten.
Magnets, fans, and bookmarks will be given out at
Wurstbraten as freebies. After Wurstbraten, an inventory
of will be taken of remaining items. 

Pastor John passed around and outline of the morning
services. He will get in touch with Joel Meyer, Candice
Bielss, Andrew Walker and Amanda Domel about
participation as bearers and readers. If there is overflow
for the morning services, the parlor will be set up to
accommodate the overflow.

During the Bible class hour, Paul Krentz will speak for
30 minutes on global missions and Kurt Neibuhr and
Pastor Jim Craver will speak for 30 minutes on local
missions.  Bible class will be held in the gym for high
school students and adults.  The children will have their
normal Sunday School.  There will be tables set up for
mission displays from various organizations.  The
Stewardship board is taking care of the set up for this.

Gary reported that the Hospitality Committee has sold
240 tickets.  We’ve planned for about 400.  Tickets will be
sold before and after each of the morning services in front
of the church and in the hallway by the parlor.  Gary said
he get put something in the Dragon Tales for the parents
and children who don’t go to church here but plan to
attend since the children will be singing.  David Kurio is
donating the flowers again.  Suzie Ramos from The Flower
Box will do the arranging and Kathy will deliver them.
There will be the arrangements in church and the gym.
There will be some expenses for table covers, plates,
plastic wear, cake and punch.  Lydia Kelm will make three
cakes that will be served after the Music Fest in the gym,
along with punch and coffee.  She charges $37.50 per
cake.  Youth will be setting up and taking down the tables
and chairs.  Set up time will be 9:00 a.m. Saturday
morning.       

Robin Knippa has 50 DVD’s of the 100th Anniversary.
She will get a voucher to the committee for the cost.  

Weldon stated that everyone keep up with their e-
mails for changes and further information.  There will be
a meeting October 23.  Pastor John closed with prayer.

Debbie Teinert,   Secretary

Glorious Circle
A October 9, at the home of Virginia and Betty Andres

with all eight members. We opened with singing “Take Thou
My Hand and Lead Me”.

Sally lead a devotion with a Reformation Prayer. Her
topic was entitled “Madonna, The Music Lady” It reminded
us to always focus on our Saviour and the ambassadors for
Christ.

The minutes and Treasurer’s Report were accepted as
given.  A letter of thanks was received from the  Jesus Is
Lord Mission for our donation. We helped serve for the Jay
Bleeke funeral. A  donation will be given to Lutheran Braille
Workers. The Birthday Hymn was sung for Hilda and
Eleanora

We closed with Virginia reading “Happy Fall to
You”and the Table Prayer. Refreshments were served by
Clara.                                      
Eleanora Hobratsch, Secretary

LAFF Get Together
The next LAFF get together is Saturday, November

17, for a movie and pizza! 
Come join us at 6:00pm in the gym. Bring your favorite
snacks to share and a freewill donation will be accepted for
the pizza. The movie "We are Marshall" starts at 6:30 p.m.
Hope to see you there! 

Zion Youth Ski Trip
Join the high school youth on a Ski Trip to Bonita

Park, New Mexico, Thursday February 14, 2008 -
Monday February 18, 2008. 

The cost is $159 per person includes: dorm type
lodging for singles (traditional rooms available for
families) all meals from Thursday dinner to Monday
breakfast as well as all recreation at Bonita Park.
Optional activities include skiing at Ski Apache at
approx. $60 per person per day which includes rentals
and lift tickets. A $20 deposit per person is due by
November 4th. For more information please contact
Pastor Craver, Kurt Neibur or Melonie Martinez. OR
take a look at www.bonitapark.com

Thanksgiving Football
Calling all men and boys 6th grade and older.  Join

us for flag football at the Zion Lutheran Church First
Annual Turkey Bowl, Thursday November 22nd
immediately following the 9:00 a.m. worship service. For
more information please contact Mario Martinez 868-2413.



The deadline for the December
newsletter is November 15.

Evening Circle
June Hall, called the October 8, 2007 Evening Circle

meeting to order. Peggy Turnipseed, welcomed all
members and guests.  She then introduced Joyce Martinets
who presented the 2007 National LWML Convention  held
in Sioux Falls, South Dakota.

Rosanne Capdeville gave the treasurer’s report
showing a working balance of $869.46 and collected our
offerings and mites.

Sherin reported that a new stove has been purchased
for the mini kitchen with Wurstbraten Funds, and will do
some more research on the sink in the mini kitchen.

June stated that the Christmas cards and napkins are
here and Cyndi Cavalier and Peggy Turnipseed will sell
them at Wurstbraten.  Cards and napkins will be sold after
the 8 am worship service.

Rosanne gave a report on the LWML Rally held in
San Marcos on October 7.

June informed the group that we will again be getting
our Poinsettias from Klepac Nursery and sell for $10.00
each, and Peggy T.  and Peggy Kelm will again have the
Fruitcake Tasting for all to purchase to benefit the
Concordia University Scholarship Fund. 

It was decided that the Evening Circle will be hosting
a soup supper on December 5 and determine where the
proceeds will be going in the November meeting. The
Circle will not host a Cantata Reception this year.

Sherrin Delk presented the crafts that have been made
by here committee to donate to the Country Store at
Wurstbraten to sell.  It was decided to deliver a
Wurstbraten meal to Elaine Becker.  June asked for a
volunteer to open up her house for our Christmas Party,
December 10.  Members were asked to think about who
would benefit from the Circle’s Christmas Stocking
Money this year.

November is elections and offices up are Christian
Growth and President,  Nancy Horton and Audrey Bielss
volunteered to serve refreshments and Sherrin Delk will
speak to us on Altar Guild.

The Evening Circle has nominated Angela Albers and
Trisha Kelm as the Zone LWML Young Woman
Representatives, and Rosanne presented District Officers
that needed to be nominated and sent in by   November 1.
The Circle has nominated Rosanne to   the office to which
she wishes to serve.

The Lutheran Braille Workers #146 will be hosting a
Bake Sale at Zion on October 28, 9 am.
Thank you to Leona Kokel and Peggy Turnipseed for the
October refreshments. The meeting closed with The
Lord’s Prayer in unison. Sherin Leschber, Secretary

Voters Meeting
There will be a voter’s meeting Sunday, November 11, at
2:00 p.m.  The subject will be the budget for 2008.

Faith Circle
Zion Faith Circle met on October 11, 2007,  in the Zion

Fellowship Hall. Treasurer Heather Ullmann collected mite
and general offerings. The group played a “Getting to Know
You” game and enjoyed dessert & coffee. The Bible Study
entitled “Women who do too much (Stop doing it all and
start enjoying your life” was lead by Sherry Pennington. The
meeting consisted of the following:

1. Members were encouraged to help with cooking sweet
potatoes for Wurstbraten on Oct. 23 and 25 beginning at
1:00 p.m. both days. 

2. The Lutheran Braille Group is having a Bake Sale
Sunday, Oct. 28. Thrivent is giving supplemental funds.
They are asking Faith Circle members to provide baked good
by 9 a.m. that morning, or to purchase something from their
sale to sponsor this great cause. 

3. Heather Ullmann, Secretary, will send Peggy
Turnipseed a “thank you” note for the LWML pins she gave
to our members for LWML Sunday. 

4. Members were informed that Sharon Delk will come
to our November meeting to do a brief presentation on Altar
Guild.

5. Laura Van Soest, Mission Chairman, discussed the
upcoming Lutheran Social Services “Christmas Angel”
Program for foster children. It was decided to again request
30 children. The Christmas Angel “Tree” will need to be up
by Nov. 5. This year church members will also have the
option to purchase HEB or Wal-Mart Gift Cards for foster
“families”. 

6. The Pew Upkeep Schedule is filled for the year!
Thanks to all our Faith Circle members for volunteering
their time! 

7. Members decided against sponsoring an Advent
supper. However, all agreed that a fund raising activity
would be beneficial and the group discussed several ideas.
Karmen Dupree will further research other fund raising
options for the group, possibly something the group could
make and sell prior to Christmas. 

8. Members should add to the Mission Project List for
2007-08 the “Flowering of the Cross” on Easter Sunday. 

9.Babbette Wentrcek, Membership Chairman, shared
with the group new invitations and informative literature
which she designed and will send to those individuals
interested in joining or visiting Faith Circle. 

10. Faith Circle will meet next on November 8th from 
1 – 3pm in the Zion Fellowship Hall. The Bible Study topic
will be “Making the Choice to Rejoice!”
In God's Service,  Sherry Pennington 



Parents  Page
Did you know that the Missouri Synod has a web page

with resources and articles for families? Go to
www.lcms.org web page. Look to the left and go to the
“Resources For” pull-down menu. Click on “Families”. In
the body of the article click on “Resources”. This will take
you to a page with links to Articles, Materials and Ideas.
If you take the time to browse, you can find some great
information that you can use to strengthen your family.

Here are a few tips for new mothers based on an
article from Parenting.com and another from MSNBC:

1. Feeling overwhelmed is normal. No matter how
well you try to prepare for motherhood, you won’t be
ready for everything. The first child is on-the-job training
so find people that you trust and ask lots of questions
remembering that each baby is different so what worked
for one baby may not work for yours. If you have
additional children refer to the previous sentence.

2. Recognize that the job of parenting is a 24 hour job.
You are always on call and babies are really good at
getting your attention. Don’t strive for control just “go
with the flow.”
3. Sometimes you have to realize that the best thing to do
is to do nothing. When the baby is crying, go through the
checklist of hunger, diaper or distress. Realize that
sometimes they will still cry when there doesn’t seem to
be a reason other than to see if they can train you to jump
whenever they want you to jump. You don’t need to be a
“helicopter mom” that hovers over your child.

4. Nightmares are common. Being a parent causes
anxiety. The dream state is the time when your brain
recharges and does problem-solving and adapting.
Research has shown that nightmares about the safety of
your child is a common occurance.

5. You don’t get a re-do. You will say the wrong
things. You will do the wrong things. You aren’t perfect
and your child will learn from your mistakes as well as
your successes. Consistency is more important than
perfection.

6. You won’t know if you have been successful for a
long time. Children develop in their own time and they
will make their own choices. Constantly ask yourself if
what is happening between you and your child will matter
a year from now. Some battles need to be fought
immediately but there are some things that really won’t
matter in the long run. Recognize the things that are truly
important and the one thing that matters most is that they
know they are loved by you and by their Savior.

For additional information regarding these articles
contact Kurt Niebuhr, Director of Christian Education and
Family Ministry. 

Veteran’s Day
Don’t forget  that November 11, is Veteran’s Day.  Fly

the flag to show your support and that they are not forgotten.

125th Anniversary Gifts
Plates and crosses commemorating Zion’s 125th anniversary
will be available for purchase each Sunday between services.
Look for the display in the hallway.

"More Than Money Matters" 
Layne and Christina Peterson, attorneys, and members

of Zion, will speak about wills and trusts at the "More Than
Money Matters" Bible Class on November 11 in Room 20.
Make plans to attend.

Zion Property Maintenance Wish List
The following is a list of tools that would be helpful to

have on campus to assist with the upkeep of Zion’s property.
For additional information about donating these items,
please talk with Gil Schwausch, 863-3065.

Push mower, edger, cordless/rechargeable drill kit
(Ryobi), screwdriver set, wrench set-combination, crescent
wrenches, socket set 3/8" drive and ½" drive, circular saw,
sabre saw, reciprocating saw, wet/dry vac, handheld multi-
meter, adjustable pliers, drill, vise grips, nut driver set, tool
box, Allen wrenches, wire cutters, wire strippers, tap and die
set, tin snips, snap ring pliers, hammers, punch set, ladders
(6ft. and 10 ft. extension)



Dear Friends at Zion,  
It is difficult in a few words to express our gratitude to

the wonderful welcome we have received here, especially
in the celebration of my installation as Director of
Christian Education. The church services were wonderful
and inspiring. The  meal and the “pounding” were so much
more than we  imagined. We have been overwhelmed by
the generosity of the congregation and look forward to
working with you to share this same spirit with the people
that God will lead us to serve in the future.  
In Christ,  Kurt Niebuhr and family.

Help the Homeless
Austin City Church (the mission church in the Central

Texas Area) serving the downtown area of Austin is
sponsoring a sock drive to help put warm socks on the feet
of the homeless in Austin. These socks will be given out
at "Stand Down Austin" on November 3, at the church.
where the homeless come in to a designated place to get
services from professionals and volunteers. They can
receive clean clothes, haircuts, medical help, etc. 

Will you help collect NEW socks for the homeless and
help Austin City Church with this mission project? You
can send packages of NEW socks or money (we'll buy the
socks) to Mt. Olive Lutheran Church as there is not a good
mailing location for Austin City Church which operates
out of a store front. 

If you can help donote socks to Austin City Church,
mail socks or donations to:
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
Attn: Austin City Church Sock Project 
10408 Hwy 290 W 
Austin, TX 78736-7720 

Another check was received from 
Bush’s Chicken, 3411 Williams 
Drive, Georgetown through their
 church bulletin program.

Remember to bring in a dated bulletin (Sunday
through Wednesday) from Zion and place an order.
Your receipt will be attached to the bulletin. At
month’s end, Bush’s Chicken adds up the receipts and
sends Zion a check for 5% of the net receipts. This is
an ongoing program. Give your thanks to Shannon
Adams, Owner/Manager, when you dine there.

Fall Musical and Meal
Students in grades 6-8 are busy preparing for the Fall

Musical scheduled for Friday, November 9 at 10:00 a.m. and
Sunday, November 11, at 12:45 p.m. in the school gym.  

This year’s performance is a middle school adaptation of
the popular musical, “Once Upon a Mattress.”

Preceding the musical,  will be a meal (beginning at
11:30 a.m.) consisting of ham, scalloped potatoes, green
beans, variety of salads, bread, apple crisp, tea and coffee. A
Freewill Offering will be taken with the lunchroom receiving
the proceeds.  

The Caring Place
Greetings from The Caring Place!  We are looking

forward to a very exciting fall schedule.  We will be
collecting coats and food for holiday baskets to be
distributed to over 1,000 families in Georgetown and
Northern Williamson County. Coats for Kids collections will
be from October through December 8th.  Thanksgiving and
Christmas Baskets food collections are from October 20,
through December 14.   If you are interested in making a
donation or volunteering, please contact Sondra Lehmann at
512-869-4735.  

Thank you  for your support.  It is because of you that
we are able to continue to serve human needs in our
community.

Goodsearch 
for Zion Lutheran Church and School,
Georgetown, TX

    When you want to find something
on the Internet, consider using
www.goodsearch.com  After going
to this site, you will be asked “Who
do you goodsearch for?”  By
selecting Zion Lutheran Church and School,
Georgetown, Texas as your charity of choice (there are
other cities listed Zion Lutheran Church and School),
you can join others in raising money for Zion just by
searching the Internet with GoodSearch -
www.goodsearch.com - powered by Yahoo! 



Breakfast Benefit
Hi!  My name is Taylor

Copeland and I am 11 years
old.  My dad and mom are Tim
and Dawn Copeland. My
grandparents are Gene and
Lorey Stabeno and Lucky and
Barbara Copeland. I go to
Jarrell School and belong to
Zion Lutheran Church.  I am

also a student at R.O.C.K.
I have Cerebral Palsy which deprives me of most

physical and communication skills. I have to depend
on my parents or anyone else that takes care of me to
feed, clothe, and provide all basic services I require
each day. I have very limited vision and hearing
abilities. I can move my arms but have no sense of
direction. My feet do not support me to walk. My
voice will let me laugh but not communicate with
others.

The family vehicle we have now is not equipped
to let me stay in my wheelchair. My mom and dad
have to physically handle me to get in and out of our
vehicle each time we travel. I want them to know that
I am a big girl and they don’t have to handle me like
that anymore.

Since my life involves going to school, therapy,
and doctor visits, my wish is to have a van with a
wheelchair lift.  Then I can be proud to have my own
personal way of getting in and out of our family
vehicle.  This will help make me feel like the young
lady I want to be.

I found out that on Sunday, November 18, Zion
is having a Breakfast Benefit. Breakfast Tacos are
being prepared from 8 to 10 a.m.  A free will
offering will be your ticket for this event.  Thrivent
Financial for Lutherans will be supplementing funds
raised.  Checks Sunday morning should be made
payable to Zion Lutheran Church. The proceeds will
help my parents get the van I need.  Ongoing
donations may be sent to Guaranty Bank, Attn: Taylor
Copeland Fund, 3011 Williams Dr., Georgetown, TX
78628.  Questions can be answered by calling 863-
5342.

Although I cannot express my appreciation for
your help, those that know me can speak on my behalf
to say THANK YOU. Taylor Copeland
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…you had a doctor’s appointment 
and no way to get there? 

 
…you needed groceries  

and had no one to take you? 
 

…you needed a prescription filled  
and no one to pick it up? 

 
…you were lonely and no one cared? 

��� By calling 868-9544 to apply for 
assistance, those 65 and older can set the 
wheels in motion to help maintain 
independence and dignity.  
 
Trained Faith in Action Caregiver volunteers 

from area churches (including Zion) provide 
personalized services free of charge.   

 
Background checks are standard for all potential 

volunteers. 
 
Services include transportation for medical 

appointments or physical therapy sessions. 
 
Enhancing the quality of life for enrolled 

Seniors, volunteers are available to run 
personal errands such as grocery shopping or 
picking up a prescription. 

 
While some take care of simple home repairs, 

others stand ready to volunteer to make a 
weekly contact or visit in the home. 
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