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How should we refer to people who are outside of God's Kingddike the term "seeker,” because it is a
Biblical term for a passion that God loves in people. However, taalot of spiritually self-satisfied people who
do not seek God at all. When asked, "Would you like a deepeordaip with God," they reply, "No." When
challenged to wrestle with the questions of death or their own ibgrsime people I talk with run, preferring to
avoid such deep subjects. If these folks are searching for spantsskrs, they keep it well hidden - at least from
me.

Other people use terms like "unchurched.” This term refers to pgbpleeldom - if ever - enter the doorway
of a house of worship. If "seeker" is overly optimistic, "unchurchedVésly pessimistic - it concentrates on what
people are not. Even if we accept the term "unchurched,” | disaghe¢sviocus. My goal is not to get people into
organized religion; | want to be a catalyst in their relationship with God througs Qésist.

How did Jesus refer to people outside God's Kingdom? With no concern for being "pobbcadct,” Jesus
called people LOST. He described the salvation process in Luke ié sseking God in pursuit of things lost -
acoin, a sheep, a son. After seeking out tax-collecting, embeZalicheus, Jesus defended his outreach by stating
that he had come to "seek and to save that which was LOST" (Luke 19:10).

Why would Jesus use such a strong term - "lost?" Zaccheus was far from "down antkewwdmk derelict
whose lost-ness was plainly visible. Zaccheus had achieved wealth and sacaesgppular profession), with
a home large enough to host a party.

Perhaps Jesus called him lost because he saw a life givehtbe alrong priorities. Maybe Jesus was
commenting on his eternal state - teaching the listeners titdt man in this life who is poor in his relationship
with God remains eternally lost to Hell. So is the condition of anymuardless of their physical state - no
relationship with the Father through Jesus Christ - lost to hell unless rescued!

Did Jesus call him lost because as a reflection of the gpéldart of God - going after sinners with the
invitational "where are you" (Genesis 3:9)? Did Jesus call bshtb teach the disciples (the "found") their
responsibility to reach out to people like Zaccheus?

We don't know exactly why Jesus used these words, but the words neeaiipture. Maybe we need to return
to this politically incorrect language simply to drive théensity of their spiritual state home - to stimulate our
evangelistic outreach. People outside of Christ are not just potseg#kers” or "unchurched.” They're lost. Maybe
we need to return to this language to rekindle our passion for ministry — lost pedf@etonGod and, therefore,
need to be a top priority to the found children of God.



Reflection on Women’s Retreat

J. Schwertner farm house was the site of the
August 10 — 11 Women’'s Retreat. The Event
included: - Friday evening swimming and fellowship.
Saturday morning started with breakfast.

Nine ladies explored the Bible looking for verses
that told us about “Walking Thru Life’s Deserts” led
by Patricia Kelm. The afternoon concluded with the
“Desert Survival Plan.”

Thanks to everyone for their participation in
making this event possible. Plans are underway to
host another retreat in August '08.

This fall .... November 2-3,’07 Camp Lone Star
is hosting a Women’s Renewal Retreat. Call 800-
362-2078 or email: lonestar@lomt.com. Zephaniah
3:17 is the Bible Study led by Tammy Kelm.

“The Lord your God is with you, he is mighty to save.
He will take great delight in you, he will quiet you
with his love, he will rejoice over you with singing.”

Join  Zion's PTL for the
Grandparent's
Appreciation/Teacher
Recognition Luncheon
scheduled for Sunday,gdorgggrtn
September 30 following the
second church service. We will be celebrating
cherished relationships with our grandparents as well
as synodical anniversaries for Mrs. Jean Mersiovsky
and Mrs. Suzan Winkelman, Dale Martinka for 5
years and Doris Nord for 10 years of service in the
school lunchroom. The fully catered meal: Grilled
Chicken Breasts with cream sauce or grilled
vegetables (on side), new potatoes, corn, green beans
macaroni and cheese, salad, rolls and tea will be
served with cake and coffee for dessert. Tickets sold
between church services starting September 9,
available in the church and school offices or by
contacting Tiffanee Thiele at 931-2133. Adults are
$7.50 and Children are $5.50ickets MUST be
purchased in advance for this dinner.

NO "at door" sales!
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Earthquakes, Hurricanes, Floods, and
Tornados—Lord have mercy!

Please help send relief in the name of Christ to
those suffering from devastation caused by disasters
in the U.S. and worldwide.

Disasters keep on coming and the opportunities
for our Synod to help are urgent.

Lutheran Church Missouri Synod World Relief
and Human Care is working with our partners to
respond to the devastating earthquake in Peru. Our
partner, Baltimore-based Lutheran World Relief, is
joining the inter-faith relief efforts of ACT: Action by
Churches Together.

Hurricane Dean barreled through the Caribbean,
hit the Yucatan peninsula, and headed to the mainland
of Mexico.

Tornados have swept through Kansas, the Dakotas,
and other states this spring and summer. Flooding has
ravaged Texas, the Northeast, and so many other
states this summer.

All of these events have strained our disaster relief
funds. The funds available to help are critically low.
At all times, funds given to “Where Needed Most”
allow us to respond to current and future events in the
speediest manner. Please consider a gift to our general
disaster relief fund or “Where Needed Most." Help us
provide mercy now and mercy forever. May God
bless your generosity.

LCMS World Relief/Human Care, P. O. Box 66861,
St. Louis, MO 63166-9810
Rev. Matthew Harrison, Executive Director
LCMS World Relief/Human Care

Thank You

My family and | would like to thank the members
of Zion for the generosity and care that we have been
shown. Pastor Davenport, Pastor Craver and the rest
of the staff have made the transition very easy. Troy
Johnson and the Call Committee have done a
remarkable job of anticipating our needs and helping
us get situated. Many members have helped and made
us feel welcomed. We would especially like to thank
Larry and Dorothy Kokel and family for their
incredible generosity in providing us a house while we
sell our house in Pearland. We thank God for the
outpouring of His love through all of you.

The Niebuhrs



125 Years of Education

Zion Lutheran School opened its doors for the
125" school year on August 22 with 197 students
enrolled in PK through grade 8. Our theme for the
2007-2008 school yeari€ome and Hear...Go and
Tell” using the words from 2 Corinthians 5:20, “We
are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God
were making his appeal through us.” We are pleased
to welcome 27 new families to Zion this year. It is
our prayer that all will find the 2007-2008 school year
both productive and enjoyable. Presently, we are at or
near our class size limit in PK, K5, grade 2 and grade
5. Please continue to keep your school in your prayers
as together we strive to maintain that special
environment that we call Zion Lutheran School.

This year we also welcomed four new teachers to
our faculty, Alicia Knippa, Maria Arellano, Helen
Ross, and Rachael Hamre. Mrs. Knippa will
coordinate our library and teach Level | Math. Mrs.
Knippa comes to us from Immanuel—Temple where
she taught grades 3 and 4. Mrs. Arellano will be
coordinating our Spanish program and will be
teaching Spanish to Kindergarten and Grades 2-8.
She has a Master's degree in Elementary
Administration and has had experience in teaching at
the high school level. Mrs. Ross will be leading our
band program. Mrs. Ross comes to us with a wealth
of experience with a variety of instruments. Mrs.
Hamre returns to our faculty to teach Art to grades 5-8
and 3' grade Music. We are pleased to have Mrs.
Hamre back on our faculty as she again shares her
talents with students in Art and Music.

On Sunday, September 30, Zion Lutheran School
will recognize two of our teachers for service in the
teaching ministry. Jean Mersiovsky will be
recognized for 30 years of teaching and Suzan
Whnkelman will be recognized for 15 years. This
recognition event will coincide with our annual
Grandparents’ Day dinner scheduled for noon of that
day. We encourage all to make plans to join us for
this special recognition event.

Chapel services continue to be important to the
faculty and students at ZLS, with weekly services
scheduled. These weekly services also allow all in
attendance the opportunity to give back to the Lord a
portion of our blessings. The chapel offerings for the
first quarter are designated for Bethesda and Zion’s
Christian Care Connection. Additionally, students are
being encouraged to bring pull tabs from aluminum
cans to be donated to the Ronald McDonald House.

All are encouraged to join in this unique opportunity
by placing any saved aluminum tabs into zip-locked
bags and bringing them to school.

Zion is pleased to again offer an After-School
Care Program for families for whom warm, loving
care is desired in the hours after school. Pam Hight
and Shelli Haggard have been enthusiastically
preparing for another year of providing not just care,
but experiences that will complement the academic
and social goals of Zion Lutheran School. After-
school care is provided in the portable building
located behind the school We praise God for Ms.
Hight and Mrs. Haggard and pray His continued
blessing upon this continuing service opportunity at
ZLS. Howard Voelker, Principal

The Glorious Circle

The Glorious Circle met August 14. Six members
were welcomed by president Virginia Andres. “What
a Friend We Have in Jesus” was sung before the
opening prayer. Hilda Riskehad an interesting
devotion titled “Animals of the Bible”.

Minutes and Treasurer’s report were accepted as
given. A donation will be givento “Jesus Is Lord”
mission. Clara Delk will be placing a big order of
cards for Fall. A lengthy discussion was held about
future projects we’d like to do.

The Birthday Hymn was sung for Verine.
Virginia read an interesting story about seniors.

Meeting closed with the Common Table prayer.
Verine served refreshments.

Eleanor Hobratsch, Secretary

HAVE \YOU BEEN BAPTIZED?



“Growing in Christ” was
the theme for Sunday School
Rally Day August 26.
Members of the Board of
J9) Parish Education, the
~——=  Director of Christian
Education and Family Ministry, Teachers, Bible Class
leaders and assistants in the Sunday School
department for Fall 2007 were recognized. A "new
tradition" of presenting Bibles to third graders was
begun. Families had the opportunity to make ribbon
crosses to take home.

Sunday School/Adult Education classes begin at
9:30 a.m. each Sunda$unday School offerings for
July-Sept. will go to the Synod’sAblazecampaign.
Class locations and leaders:

2&3 yr olds -Room 6
Tiffanee Thiele
Pre K -Room 10
Phyllis Kulback, Colleen LeBlanc
Grades 1-2- Room 2
Lori Kokel, Jacqueline Fox
Grades 3-4-Room 4
Mary Voelker, Rosanne Capdeville
Grade 5- Room 5
Robbie Mersiosky, Becky Niebuhr
Grades 6-8- South Portable building
Stephanie Sauls, Bonnie McNemar, Brent Fox
High School- Youth Room
Kurt Niebuhr, DCE
Adult Bible Classes
Revelations, Part 2 - Gym
Pastor Jim Craver
Active Christians Thankfully Serving - Parlor
Howie Voelker
Good News Class - Fellowship Hall -begins 9/9
Pastor John Davenport
The Five Love Languages - Multipurpose Room
Tommy & Tammy Hardt
More than Money Matters - Room 20
Weldon Mersiovsky
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Greetings, fellow Zion members,

On July 24 Zion hosted an information meeting
for mission-minded folks to learn about a new
outreach program in Kenya, Africa. Dubbed "Eyes For
Kenya" by Pastor John, he welcomed almost 50
people from Zion, Redeemer-Austin, Immanuel-
Temple and from Salem-Tomball. Salem is leading
the effort to conduct vision clinics in one of the
poorest slums in the world. Salem has conducted
similar clinics in Honduras, reaching approximately
80,000 people in the past 10 years. They are now
expanding their outreach efforts to Africa, in
partnership with LCMS World Mission. These trips
are part of our synodAblaze! movement aimed at
reaching 100 million people with the gospel by 2017,
the 500th anniversary of the Reformation.

Only 2 spots remainout of 30 for the November
8-18 mission trip to Africa for individuals interested
in this unique method of helping visually-challenged
people to "see" Jesus. Participants are busy raising
necessary funds ($1,500 per missionary's
responsibility to cover travel), as well as the
supplemental costs ($2,500 per missionary from
congregation and other sources) that | am also
working on. Let me knowmmediately if you are
interested.

Saturday, October 27, 8:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.ms
an important orientation and training meeting held in
the Fellowship Hall at Zion. Salem folks will conduct
the training and consider attendance mandatory for
anyone going on the November trip.

If you are considering the April ‘08 trip, there will
be a separate orientation and training session
scheduled closer to that departure date. However, you
should let me know your intentions as early as
possible so your spot can be reserved.

| was in St. Louis last week with the Salem team,
and many logistical issues were worked out. This is
the beginning of a great partnership venture between
congregations and LCMS World Mission, with the
ultimate goal to reach the lost for Christ.

Please call or email me with your questions, and
| hope to see you in church Sunday.

Mike Linebrink, Senior Principal Gift Officer
LCMS World Mission
512-868-5840 (NEW since 7-25-07)



Lutheran Braille Workers

A longtime financial supporter of Lutheran Braille
Workers has contributed a matching gift challenge of
$100,000! Between now and December 31, any gift
given to Lutheran Braille Workers will be matched
dollar for dollar up to $100,000. A $25 gift becomes
$50, $50 becomes $100 and so on. This generous gift
comes from a family who volunteers at LBW and has
been doing so for many years. Any gifts will be
greatly appreciated by this worthy endeavor.

Contributions may be made to Lutheran Braille
Workers Inc., P. O. Box 5000, Yucaipa, CA 92399-
1450

125" Anniversary Committee

Pastor John opened the August meeting with
prayer. June 12 meeting minutes were approved and
$8,499.67 was reported in the account.

Hospitality Committee is in the process of talking
with Vickers Catering, the same company who did the
first celebration.

Merchandise will be sold on Wurstbraten
weekend. Ethel Mickan and Betty Liese volunteered
to man a booth at the August school open house.
Pastor John stated that he had given two history books
out recently. One was to Pastor Sieck’s granddaughter
who was here visiting.

Karen Lange reported letters will be sent out and
something will be put in the newspaper, Dragon Tales
and on the website regarding the Octobéreent.

Glenda Overfelt reported that the Worship
Committee’s theme for the next celebration will be
“Future and Mission”. They would like to see this
incorporated with the children’s sermon. Pastor
Michalk went over a rough draft of the morning
services. Candice Bielss, Andrew Walker and Joel
Meyer, whom are currently studying to be become
Directors of Christian Education and ministers, will
participate in the services by carrying in the banners
and possibly other things. Ideas for the event include,
displays on “Jesus is Lord” and other mission
projects, and slide shows on recent mission trips taken
this year.

The music fest should be approximately one hour
in length and start at 2:00 p.m. “Future and Mission”
should be carried on in the afternoon service. A
morning service rough draft will be given to Pastor
Noack and Mr. Weiderhold by Pastor Michalk to let
them decide how they could participate in the

afternoon service. A reception will follow with cake,
punch and coffee.

Thanks were given to Betty for transcribing the
services form the Juné®3vent. The tape for the
Bible class with Fred Bleeke cannot be found. Pastor
John stated that there was approximately 70 visitor
cards filled out from the June services which doesn’t
include those who signed the visitor's book in back of
church.

Banners are almost finished. A Belgium company
will hand make red paraments. The design is almost
finished. Hopefully, they will be ready for the October
21 celebration. Cost is between $1,300 and $1,400.

There will be no musical. The give-away gift will
be magnets. Lights in the front of church are in the
process of being redone. Neil Lindahl will check into
putting the pictures that we have on the web and
possibly use them during the pre-service time. He
will get with Matt Brown regarding this matter.

September 11 at 7:00 p.m. in the Multi-purpose
Room is the next meeting. For closing, everyone
joined in “The Lord’s Prayer”.

Debbie Teinert, Secretary
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A Women's Bible Study begann the home of
Debbie Albers on Thursday, August 30. The topic is
the Beth Moore serié®aniel: Lives of Integrity,
Words of Prophecy". This 12 week session requires
home Bible study. You may choose a morning class
9:30-noon or an evening class 6:00-8:30. Please call
Debbie Albers at 863-7687 for more information and
to order your $15 study book.

Jr. Confirmation Class for public school 7 and
8" graders begins Wednesday, September 12, at 7:00
p.m. in the Multipurpose Room. NewW @raders may
purchase a catechism for $9 and Bibles for $8 that
evening.

Lutheran Adult Fun and Fellowship (LAFF-
new singles group) will be having a gathering every
third Sunday of the month. September 16 join them
for a football party! More details to come.

Men’s Choruswill resume rehearsals on October
10 or 17.

125" Anniversary Choir rehearsals will be
September 12 and 26 at 7:30 p.m. Your voices are
needed. Make plans to attend.



Landing, Sterling, and Talkeetna, Alaska
Mission Trip

| would like to take this opportunity to tell
members of our church about our trip, spreading the
Good News of Christ in the Last Frontier. When we
think of mission trips, Alaska is not usually the first
place that comes to mind. More often we think of
Mexico, Africa, South America, or some third world
country half way around the world and rightfully there
are great needs in these places.

There are roughly 900,000 people living in
Alaska, with over half of the population living in two
cities, Anchorage and Fairbanks; the rest live in small
communities with most having populations of 300 or
less. While most communities have one or two
churches, very few have a full-time pastor. Many
churches go weeks between pastor led services!

Alcoholism, drug abuse, and child abuse are major
problems in Alaska. The children face many dire
circumstances and have easy opportunities to travel
down the wrong path. Alaska is a place very much in
need of mission- minded people to spread the news of
Jesus Christ.

This year, our group originally made plans to go to
Talkeetna, where we would do a vacation Bible
school at a Catholic church(one of many without a
pastor of their own). Three weeks prior to our
departure, Ruth Zellar, event coordinator for Alaska
Missions for Christ, asked us to split into two groups
as there was a need for volunteers at Cooper Landing.
Then a week later, Ruth asked if we could split again
and send some people also to Sterling. We were
happy to help in any way we could. We simply
trusted God to lead us wherever there was a need.

We divided our group in three small groups. The
Talkeetna group consisted of Alisha, Kathleen, Lane
and Alexa Johnson; Roy Capdeville, Stephanie Sauls,
myself and my two children Kyle and Michaela. The
Cooper Landing group consisted of Dana Howard, his
daughters Emily and Erin, James Philpott and his
daughter Emily. This group was assisted by Robin
from Colorado. The Sterling group included Steve
Menke, Todd and Will Montgomery, Travis Meissner,
Dennis Hobratsch and ke Neal.

Last year, my family and the Howard family
accompanied Faith Lutheran’s Youth Group to
Talkeenta and it was wonderful to return this year and
see some of the same children again. Yet it was sad to
hear some of their heartbreaking stories. Nick had
just been returned to live with his grandfather after

being kidnaped by his mother (a meth drug addict)
and taken to California. Noel and her mother had left
Alaska and an abusive husband/father and have just
recently returned. Andrew struggles with emotional
problems with the recent loss of his brother. Even
with all their problems, the children were very
receptive to Jesus’ message and had a wonderful time.
Last year, a little girl named Haley told us that she
didn’t know if Jesus was real, but this year she was
enthusiastic and extremely knowledgeable of all the
Bible stories we covered this summer! The seed
planted in that little girl's heart last year had grown
tremendously! During this trip our groups not only
participated in spreading the Word, but also served in
other ways such as weeding gardens, clearing trails,
scraping paint and digging a ditch.

On Sunday morning, we worshiped in Cooper
Landing at a cozy log cabin which was a Catholic
church shared with the Lutheran community. The
pastor from Sterling led the service at 9:00 a.m. then
returned to Sterling for a service at 11:00 a.m. In our
lower 48 states, we have churches on almost every
corner to serve every denomination; but in Alaska,
Jesus’ words are alarmingly evident when He says
“The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few”.

We thank you all for the opportunity to be workers
in the Last Frontier. In Christ,

Dustin Landry

Labors for Christ

Carl and Marge Fiegel are working with Labors for
Christ at St. Peter Lutheran Church, North Judson, Indiana
which was organized in 1872, has 496 baptized members
and 280 average worship attendance. They have no school
at this time.

The new addition is 18,000 sq. ft.-connecting the
existing church with the existing school. (like Zion
Project) However this is a gym with some classrooms. The
foundation is almost ready to be poured. We have had
good weather-nothing like Texas rain and flooding, for
which we are thankful. There are 8 R.V.’s and 10
Laborers. The couples are from North Carolina, Michigan,
lowa, Indiana, Florida and Texas. Work begins at 7 a.m.
for the guys and ends at 3:30. Ladies set up break time
with coffee, juice, and snacks-which the congregation
provides-at 9:30 a.m. Devotions are led each day by a
different couple. God has blessed us with wonderful
friends, and a church body that has received all of us to
worship and work along side them. We covet your prayers
and concern, May God Bless and Keep you all"

The Fiegels hope to return sometime in October.

Harold Burgdorf



Port Arthur Hurricane Rita Recovery Mission Trip

Our trip to Port Arthur was interesting and exciting in
so many ways. This was the most organized and well
planned mission trip that | have ever had the privilege to
take. | have been on several Can-Do missions trips but
none like this one. Our work was planned, materials were
readily available and our supervisors were knowledgeable
and so very patient. SETIO (Southeast Texas Interfaith
Organization) and Lutheran Social Service Disaster
Response have partnered to take on such a big job for Rita
recovery.

Hurricane Rita seems to be the forgotten storm. We
all hear about Katrina and New Orleans, but not Rita.
There are still numerous (thousands) homes that need so
much work. SETIO and LSSDR are trying to rebuild 750
more homes in the next seven years. What a huge task!

We were working on a house that had be to be
completely gutted. The week before we came all that was
in the house was studs. When we arrived, there was some
sheetrock up. We put up more sheetrock and learned to
tape and float. When the 12 of us left most of the rooms
were ready for the texture. Another group was to come
and do that and paint. The lady who owned the house
came every day after work and sometimes at lunch to help
and she and her son helped us on Saturday.

Accommodations at the First United Methodist Church
where we stayed were great. There were cots with
mattresses, linens, and a large well-equipped kitchen.
Each day we made our breakfast and packed lunches to be
eaten on the job site. Every night we were treated to a
wonderful supper by Trinity Lutheran Church. This
church went all out to make our stay more comfortable.
They had a pot luck dinner for us on Sunday and then took
us sight seeing. When we told the lady at the Methodist
Church that the Lutheran Church was feeding us our
suppers, she said that she greatly admired that particular
Lutheran Church because it had stayed downtown when all
the other churches had moved out to the suburbs with
much of the population. This church had stayed and
embraced the downtown people. We saw what she meant
on Sunday morning. There were people of many ethnic
races represented along with some of those *“old
Germans”. It was amazing to actually see God’s love in
action.. There were so many children. | asked where the
parents were. One of the members said that the
Vietnamese children’s parents were Buddhist and they
only got to come because it was called Sunday “School”
and any thing to do with education the parents would let
them attend. As these children have become Baptized and
Confirmed, it has been hard on them to know that their
parents are still Buddhist. This church also has an ESL
(English as a Second Language) for 2-4 year olds and their
parents. What a ministry!

Participants on the Port Arthur trip from Zion were
Rick and Jared Andersen, Roy and Rosanne Capdeville,

Nancy and Stephen Horton, Leon, Jonathan and Kevin
Kokel, Kathy Pitts and Klint Reichenbach.
If you want to...

...go on an organized mission trip—-GO TO PORT

ARTHUR!

...work hard and work with others-GO TO PORT

ARTHUR!

...see denominations work together-GO TO PORT

ARTHUR!

...help the forgotten people—GO TO PORT ARTHUR!

...learn how to work on a house—-GO TO PORT ARTHUR!

...have a great experience-GO TO PORT ARTHUR!
God'’s blessings, Kathy Pitts

Zion Faith Circle

The meeting and topic schedule for the 2007-2008
school year is;_September 1®rganizing your home &
life; October 11- Women who do too much (Stop doing it
all & start enjoying your life); November 8Make the
Choice to Rejoice! ; December }3Handling Stress,
Anxiety, & Conflict; January 10 Body, Fitness, Diet,
Beauty & Healthy Living; *February 7 Passing on your
Faith to your Kids;_March 13 Mothering; *April 3 -
Marriage Enrichment; May 8Marriage Enrichment

Meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of each
month from 1 - 3 p.m. in the Zion Fellowship Hall.
Coffee and Dessert will be served. (*The meetings in
February and April will be held on the "first" Thursdays of
the month to avoid conflicts with ZLS Valentine's Day
parties and the ZLS Spelling Bee.)

Mission Projects will be:
1.Supplying items for the Zion Lutheran Church New
Member Welcome Baskets. 2.Zion Lutheran Church Pew
Upkeep (Attendance Cards and Pencils). 3.Lutheran Social
Services "Christmas Angel" Program for foster children.
4.Supplying needed items for the "New Life Center" girl's
home. 5.Supplying food for Zion Vacation Bible School.
6.Encouraging Faith Circle members to provide Altar
Flowers for worship services. 7.Supporting LWML MITE
projects. 8.Helping with the Zion Lutheran Church
"Wurstbraten".
Officers are: Sherry Pennington - President, Heather
Ulimann-Sec./Treas., Babbette Wentrcek- Membership
Chairman, Ali Webb - Christian Growth Chairman, Laura
Van Soest - Mission Chairman
Members are: Lori Boliek, Kathy Cruse, Terri Heald, Lisa
Henry, Emily Miller, Trixi Paden, Sherry Pennington, Tina
Spencer, Deborah Standifer, Kim Stewart, Tiffanee Thiele,
Laura Tunnicliffe, Heather Ullmann, Laura VanSoest,
Pam Ward, Ali Webb, Babbette Wentrcek

Sherry Pennington, President
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Faith in Action Caregivers
- Georgetown
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Faith in Action Caregivers Gr p
Georgetown (FACG) isanot

profit organization that is anh &
advocate for seniors by providing volunteer services to
help them maintain their independence and quality of life.
With the approval of Council, Zion recently joined other
churches in the area as a sponsoring congregation for
FACG.

All of the services of FACG are provided by
volunteers recruited from the sponsoring churches and the
Georgetown community. Volunteer opportunities include
transportation of clients for doctor appointments, grocery
shopping, and personal errands. Most volunteer

assignments occur weekdays between 9 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Volunteers are also needed to visit seniors who are
homebound. The “care calling” program provides regular
phone contact for clients with few social outlets. Handy
men willing to do minor household repairs or chores are a
special need for some clients.

On September 22, FACG sponsors a Harvest Moon
Benefit Dance at the Sun City Ballroom. Live music will
be provided by The Ph.D Band. Tickets are $15/person or
$25/couple. Proceeds from the dance go to FACG
programs. For tickets or more information, contact Bonnie
McNemar 868-6802.

“CrossTrainers”

Attention all Zion Middle School Age Youth:
Bring your friends and join us Saturday, September 15
at 5:00-8:00 p.m. in the gym for “CrossTrainers”. It's
all about Faith, Fellowship, and Fun as we gather with
friends to learn more about what we believe. Music,
food, games, and Bible study will all be provided. See
you there!

]  Happy
Blrt

Alvina Kasper turns 95 on
September 16. Please join
her family and the Christian
Care Connection group from
24 p.m. in the Fellowship
HaII to celebrate this
milestone in her life.

The Caring Place

A Caring Place (TCP) Open House is Sunday,
September 9 from 1:00- 4:00 p.m. Come and see what goes
on behind the scenes at this community service
organization.

Thanks to the generous donations of gently used
household goods and clothing from Georgetown area
residents, sales in “Fabulous Finds,” the resale shop at
TCP, continue to soar! Ann Lind, Store Manager, reported
that sales in the month of July totaled over $70,000. Stop
in to see what treasures you may find. Remember that all
the money from store sales goes to support programs for
the less fortunate in our area.

Donate your household items or clothing. For large
items such as furniture or appliances, call TCP (869-4735)
to schedule a pick-up. Smaller items can be taken to the
back door of the building at 2000 Railroad. If you are
unable to deliver smaller items, call Bonnie McNemar
(868-6802) for help.

Volunteers are always needed at TCP. If you have
time to serve, call Sondra Lehmann at 869-4735 to discuss
the possibilities. Call Bonnie McNemar (868-6802),
Zion's representative to TCP member organization for
additional information.
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Be Alert to New Families

The moving van is a symbol of opportunijty
for active and alert church members. When a
new family moves into your neighborhood,
you can render helpful Christian service|in
these ways:
1. Get acquainted as soon as possible.
2. Extend warm and courteous friendship
3. Demonstrate an enthusiasm for Christ

His church.

4. Inform them about our church program
and activities.

and
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Saltillo, Mexico Can-Do Mission Trip

Terri and | had the privilege of taking Ashley,
Rachael Noack and Stephanie Fox to Saltillo, Mexico
in July on the Can-Do mission trip. When you head
out on these trips, you head out into the unknown.
You do not know what problems you will face, what
you will be doing, who you will meet, and how God
is going to teach you and bless you.

Our first lesson was the power of prayer. After we
met the groups from San Antoinio, North Carolina
and lllinois, we went to Laredo. When we went to the
Mexican Visa office we found out that two of the
three vans did not have the correct documentation to
take them into Mexico. After three hours, half a dozen
Mexican officials, and prayers at every delay, we were
allowed to go into Mexico without the correct
documents. God does provide.

After arriving at the Church, we found out what
they needed from us. We tiled the men’s bathroom,
installed a sink and a toilet and hooked up two sinks
in the woman’s bathroom. We did a great deal of
paining including covering over graffiti on the outside
walls and painting Bible verses on them. We installed
a rail around an open balcony in the church. During
the day we did a Vacation Bible School for the kids.
The last day there were over 100 kids.

What impacted me the most was what God taught
me through a child. One of the kids in the group was
a small quiet boy named Mark. You could tell by his

walk and his speech that he had some special needs.

We found out later that he was born with Cerebral
Palsy and was also a cancer survivor. Saturday
evening, our first night together, we did activities
designed to help us get to know each other. In the
first activity we told each other our name, something
we liked and a nickname that might help us remember
each other. Often the group would pick the nickname.
Mark told us he liked going on mission trips and that
he wanted to be a missionary. He became to us
Missionary Mark. That evening | thought | was the
first one in the dorm to go to bed. Mark was already
there. He was kneeling by his bed praying. | cannot
remember the last time | humbled myself to God and
got down on my knees. Our sleeping accommodations
in Mexico were air mattresses on a concrete floor. A
couple of days into the trip we realized Mark was
sleeping on a thin blanket on the concrete so the
pastor’s son could have one of the air mattress. (We
fixed that immediately). Even with a slight physical
disability Mark was always playing soccer with the

local kids that stopped by the church every day. We
ended up having to bandage his hurt ankle. Between
the heat and his non-stop activity, Mark got sick. He
never said anything. One of the women in our group
was a nurse and noticed it. After the trip | was
cleaning the van to return it to the rental company. |
found in it Mark’s testimony about being a cancer
survivor written in Spanish. This young man, who
seemed just a child to us, went from being Missionary
Mark to being Teacher Mark as he taught us what it is
to be a humble servant.

One of our lessons that week was the story of the
mother of the sons of Zebedee asking Jesus if her sons
could sit at the left and right hand of Jesus in his
kingdom. His response was, “Whoever wishes to
become great among you shall be your servant, and
whoever wishes to be first among you shall be your
slave.”

Most of you will never meet Mark. But when we
all come into God'’s kingdom, he will be the little guy
sitting by Jesus. Lewis King
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Mr. Kurt Niebuhr

On Sunday, September 23, during morning
services Mr. Kurt Niebuhr will be installed at
Zion as our first Director of Christian Education
and Family Ministry.

Please join in the celebration. There will be a
fellowship meal and “pounding” at noon in the
Gym. Prepare several of your favorite food
dishes to share. Suggestions for the “pounding”
are non-perishables, such as sugar, flour, and
canned goods.



